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In Thanksgiving for
Briarwood Lutheran Ministries
Our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publica-tions of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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At the entry and at the heart of Briarwood Lutheran Retreat Center is the cross of Christ to remind all of our faith and hope.  Briarwood is “a natural place where people experience God’s love.”
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Not just camp food anymore.  The Shalom Center is the camp’s dining facility.  Food served from this kitchen rivals that of any restaurant.

The newest building at Briarwood is a cabin in Oak Grove designed for small groups.  Plans are also in place now to add other new cabins to replace the older facilities.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for April 2009

Many will remember that in 2000 at the installation of Kevin Kanouse as bishop, the Bishop used that moment to summon the synod to rally behind our camp and rescue it from its burdensome debt.  The synod responded to this Call to Action miraculously, slashing the debt to a mere fraction of what it was.  Today Briarwood is financially strong, booked for retreats and gatherings a year in advance, fully reorganized for mission, blessed with new leadership, and able to build additional facilities to meet the growing demand for its services.  


Briarwood is a camp – overrun by children as young as 2nd grade during the summer camping season.  And Briarwood is a retreat center – servicing the needs of youth, young adult and adults in Quail Run which boasts motel-quality rooms and resort-quality meeting space.  It is available year-round for church council retreats, meetings of every kind, get-aways, reunions, and spiritual retreats for Lutheran and non-Lutheran groups.  During the school year the grounds are used daily by the Lewisville Independent School District for their outdoor education classes.


The Oak Grove area of the camp is undergoing a complete renovation.  Having already built one new cabin, construction now has begun on three more all because of a generous gift from Bethany Lutheran Church in Dallas.  The three new cabins will be built on the foundations of three older cabins that have been torn down.  These cabins will have handicap accessible bathrooms, a front porch and sloped roofs.  Kids and adults will find them comfortable.

Briarwood is a real gift in the NT-NL Synod.  It is served by Pastor Rob Moore as Executive Director, who is available to tell the story of Briarwood to all.  Visit the camp sometime soon, perhaps for one of their monthly Sunday Brunch extravaganzas, or visit them online at www.BriarwoodRetreat.org.  

PRAYERS about Briarwood and our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the five Sundays of May
For the Leaders at Camp
Bless, O Lord, all the leaders at Briarwood Retreat Center who make preparations this month to welcome kids into its summer camping season.  May their programs and plans plant seeds of faith and new life in the children, giving them a zeal for you and a dedication to your Kingdom’s work.  Empower our cabin leaders, directors, cooks, life-guards and support staff to welcome the children with the same love that you too once welcomed the children.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the Children at Camp
We pray for the kids, O Lord, who plan to go to church camp this summer, especially at Briarwood.  Make their experience a transformative one.  Intrigue the 2nd graders, energize the 3rd graders, excite the 4th graders, entice the 5th graders, captivate the 6th graders, invigorate the 7th graders, motivate the 8th graders, enliven the 9th graders, inspire the 10th graders, enthrall the 11th graders, strengthen the 12th graders, and empower those in the Leadership Development program.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Those who Seek Refreshment
We remember, O Lord, how you took time to step away from the demands of your ministry and the demands of the crowds to go to a quiet place for prayer and refreshment.  In stillness and prayer you found your focus, your center, your Father.  Bless Briarwood Retreat Center as a place that offers the hospitality of a gracious place where people today can also find a rest and a respite from their labors.  May all who seek comfort and solitude find the peacefulness of Briarwood to be a true blessing.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Our DiscipleLife
Gather us as your Disciples, O Lord, as once you gathered the twelve disciples and made them your own.  Invite us.  Teach us.  Correct us.  Encourage us.  Send us.  Help us to give ourselves selflessly to the tasks and people that we have the opportunity to serve.  Bless the work that goes on throughout the congregations of the NT-NL Synod, lifting up the call to DiscipleLife.  May we do exactly what we mean when we say that we are called to the work of Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the NT-NL Synod

God of grace and goodness, inspire all the people of the Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Synod to join arms in a partnership of faith and conviction.  By your Holy Spirit link people to people and congregations to congregations in the bonds of cooperation and dedication so that we may be united in voice and action.  Use us as instruments of peace, compassion, justice and good will for all in our communities so that the Good News is heard and the world is served both by what we say and what we do.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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