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In Thanksgiving for
The Work We Share in
Our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publica-tions of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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The theme of the upcoming 2009 NT-NL Synod Assembly in Plano is Gifted for DiscipleLife and will include the DISCIPLELIFE UNIVERSITY all day on Saturday, April 25.
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Calvary Lutheran Church, San Angelo, put the “Six Marks of Discipleship” into banners and hung them from the back wall of the sanctuary as they embraced DiscipleLife.

The NT-NL Synod celebrated DiscipleLife in the worship services at the 2008 Synod Assembly in Longview, including the singing of a song about DiscipleLife written just for the event.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for February 2009

Have you heard yet about the DISCIPLELIFE UNIVERSITY?   It takes place in the NT-NL Synod this spring and will offer a series of first-rate classes on topics that are critical to congregations and to church leadership.  The classes are clustered around the synod’s theme of DiscipleLife – with classes designed to help congregations deal with a) renewing congregational life and mission, b) providing youth and family ministry, c) being a public witness, d) claiming our Lutheran identity, e) having a heart for stewardship and f) knowing our partners in ministry.

DISCIPLELIFE UNIVERSITY is an all-day event on Saturday, April 25, at the Plano Convention Centre (2000 E. Spring Creek Pkwy, Plano).  The day begins at 8 a.m. with a welcome by Bishop Kevin Kanouse.  Hour-long classes begin at 9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m.  Each hour will have at least ten different course offerings from which to choose.  The university concludes with a major presentation by Kelly Fryer, executive director of A Renewing Enterprise and author of several popular books, including Reclaiming the “L” Word from Augsburg Fortress.

The event organizers are energetic about the plans for the university and about the quality of the faculty.  They expect to have a skilled and engaging faculty from outside and inside the synod who will be able to fill the day with great ideas, practical skills and inspiring presentations.  Organizers of the event are the synod’s DiscipleLife Team Leaders: Pastor Marc Hander (Advent, Arlington), Pastor Chuck Hubbard (Gloria Dei, Garland), Pastor Paul Krupicka (St. Matthew, Waco), Mr. Jim Level (Trinity, Fort Worth), Pastor Jane Mar (Emmanuel, Granbury), and Pastor Ryan Mills (Our Redeemer, Grand Prairie).  


Information about the university will be available in print and online (www.ntnl.org) by early March.  The registration fee will cover the cost of all materials and lunch.  Participants are urged to also sign up for a concert by Lost and Found scheduled for that same evening at the Plano Centre.
PRAYERS  for our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of February
For the NT-NL Synod
God of grace and goodness, inspire all the people of the Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Synod to join arms in a partnership of faith and conviction.  By your Holy Spirit link people to people and congregations to congregations in the bonds of cooperation and dedication so that we may be united in voice and action.  Use us as instruments of peace, compassion, justice and good will for all in our communities so that the Good News is heard and the world is served both by what we say and what we do.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For the DiscipleLife University
Lord Jesus Christ, as people once called you Rabbi and Teacher and came to you with a hunger to understand the mysteries of faith and life, enable us in our day to provide a teaching ministry for all who hunger to know and experience the things of God.  We pray for the educational ministries of this congregation and especially for the DiscipleLife University that is being planned for our synod.  May those who come to learn grow in wisdom, leadership and insight and have their hungers satisfied.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

For our DiscipleLife

O Holy Spirit, we know that you call, gather, enlighten and sanctify the church on earth by forming us in body, mind and spirit all the years of our life.  You give us teachers, mentors, friends and communities to love and support us as we mature in faith and understanding.  Continue to use the ministry of this congregation and synod in the formation of faithful disciples.  Gather us around the work of teaching, reaching, healing and serving as we seek to live out our DiscipleLife faithfully.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For our the Work of our Synod Assembly
Walk with us, O Lord, as once you accompanied the men who walked the road to Emmaus.  Teach us, encourage us and show us the truth about God and God’s action in the world.  We especially pray that you might walk with our own members who have special needs, with our whole congregation as it seeks to be faithful, and with the many congregations of our synod as they gather in assembly to walk together in ministry.  Make yourself known to us as we gather in community and as we break the bread.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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