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In Thanksgiving for
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone
Our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publica-tions of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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Last year 14 young adults from the NT-NL Synod traveled with Bishop Kanouse to see the ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone.  At left the young adults took a hand at pulling in the fishing nets.  At right is a picture of a school that is currently being built for the ELCSL from funds provided by congregations of the NT-NL Synod.
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The NT-NL Synod is sponsoring a trip of medical personnel to Sierra Leone in February to help organize a medical clinic that the ELCSL will staff and operate.  A shipping container full of medical supplies gathered by NT-NL members is already on its way there to help stock the shelves.

In February Pastor Kate Warn will leave for a two-year stay in Sierra Leone as an ELCA missionary sponsored by the NT-NL Synod.  She will teach, preach, work on various community projects and assist in the development of the Medical Clinic.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for January 2009

Bishop Kevin Kanouse has been to Sierra Leone five times himself – to learn, to develop relationships, to break ground on the construction of the Jubilee Centre, to install the Rev. Tom Barnett as the ELCSL’s first bishop, and to connect people here with people there.  Bishop Barnett has been here time after time, building bridges across the Atlantic.  Soon Pastor Kate Warn will be there for two years as NT-NL’s missionary to Sierra Leone.

This “Companion Synod” program is about relationships, shared ministry, common mission and the engagement of hearts and hands for the work of the global church.  Clarie Streng Broste remembers that her trip there was about relationship.  As time came to depart “Madlene Kpayagula from the St. Paul congregation walked a long distance in order to be with me.  She wore her beautiful and colorful dress and head gear.  She sat with me till the very last moment when the ship’s horn was warning us of departure time.  With one last hug we said goodbye.”

A school building is currently under construction in Sierra Leone as a part of the ministry of the ELCSL.  There the students sing, “We are children of Lutheran School.  We are part of the same family.”  Funds for construction have come from members of the NT-NL Synod.  That means a lot to Kenn Mingus (Living Word, Grapevine), “Without the support of the NT-NL Synod there would be no Lutheran School and probably no school at all.”  It is a matter of enormous pride in Sierra Leone to be a student and to wear the uniform of your school.

Debbie Lemon (St. Luke’s, Richardson) chairs our synod’s Companion Synod Committee.  She loves the gift of relationships that comes from this.  “Our support is essential in the efforts of the ELCSL as they strive to heal and reconcile a nation torn by unspeakable pain and suffering.”  

What a “good” this relationship continues to be.  For more information go to www.ntnl.org/companionsynod.htm. 
PRAYERS about the ELCSL and our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of January
For the ELCSL

Praise be to you, O Lord our God, for you are indeed Ruler of the Universe, holding the earth and all stars in your embrace.  We thank you for the way you have bound us to one another – across all that might otherwise divide us – and formed us into a single community, the Church.  Bless all those who walk by faith in this life, especially our sisters and brothers in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone, that together we might be a strong witness to the love and grace that you have for all you have made.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the Medical Mission Trip
O God, Healer of our Every Ill, people everywhere call upon you in their distress and you give them healing, strength and hope.  Bless all those who have dedicated their lives to the work of care, compassion and healing.  Bless especially the doctors, nurses and others who will soon leave for West Africa as a part of our synod’s Medical Mission trip.  May their selfless gift of expertise, energy and compassion speak tenderly and convincingly of the love you have for every person in every need.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For our DiscipleLife

In your great wisdom, O God, you have chosen weak and simple vessels to carry waters of life to this thirsty world.  You have made us bearers of the precious and life-giving news of your love for us in Jesus Christ.  Empower us by your Holy Spirit to accept this work gladly and to do it faithfully, living a life of true discipleship in our words and deeds.  Help us to live out our DiscipleLife by being what we believe and doing what you desire, for the sake of the world that you love.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For our Missionary in Sierra Leone

Hear us as we pray, O God, for the ministry of Pastor Kate Warn as she travels to Sierra Leone to serve as a missionary there for the next two years.  May her time among the people of that land give her abundant opportunities to preach Good News, teach the faith, and reach toward the people in their needs.  Prepare the hearts of those who will come to hear her and know her, making them receptive to her ministry.  And inspire us to support her in her ministry with our love, our prayers and our support.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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