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In Thanksgiving for
Our Ecumenical Ministries
And our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publications of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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The logo for the United Methodist Church
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The proposal and study guide for a full communion partnership between the United Methodist Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (available for download at http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Bilateral-Conversations/Lutheran-United-Methodist.aspx). 


Symbols of the ELCA’s several full communion partners: the Episcopal Church USA, the United Church of Christ, the Moravian Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, and the Reformed Church in America.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for June 2009
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has long been a leader in promoting ecumenical relationships among the various Christian denominations.  We show – by our words and our deeds – that we truly believe in the pursuit of Jesus’ prayer that “they all be one“ (John 17:21).  Nowhere is this ecumenical spirit more evident than in the Full Communion agreements that have been enacted within the last few years.  The ELCA has entered into agreements with the Episcopal Church (1999), the Moravian Church (1999), the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. (1997), the Reformed Church in America (1997), and the United Church of Christ (1997).  

More recently the ELCA and the United Methodist Church (UMC) have entered into an Interim Eucharistic Sharing agreement (2005) that is a precursor to entering into a Full Communion partnership.  The interim agreement is the result of dialogs that began already in 1977, covering such topics as baptism, Holy Communion, ministry, and the role of bishops.  The ongoing dialogs have come together in a Full Communion proposal that is described in the study guide: Confessing Our Faith Together.  Two booklets – this study guide as well as a booklet on grass roots involvement in ELCA-UMC ecumenical conversations – are available as free downloads at ELCA.org.
Full Communion is characterized by a common confessing of the Christian faith, a mutual recognition of the validity of each other’s sacraments of Baptism and Communion, a recognition of each other’s ordained ministers, a common commitment to evangelism, witness and service, and a means of common decision-making on issues of faith and life.
To help promote the worldwide ecumenical witness, the ELCA is involved both inter-denominationally (among Christian faiths) and within inter-faith dialogs (among the world religions).  The ELCA is a member of the Lutheran World Federation, the World Council of Churches, and the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  
PRAYERS about Ecumenism and our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of June
For the Whole Christian Community
Broaden our vision, O Lord, to see that the Body of Christ is that great fellowship of redeemed and sanctified people found throughout the earth, on every continent and in every nation.  Help us to see the amazing diversity of peoples that come together as the Christian family – people of every language and culture, but sharing a common hope and conviction.  Help us to overcome our differences so that we may truly be a living witness to the world of your abiding love.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For Full Communion Partnerships
We give you thanks, O God, for the way the ELCA has found common ground with other denominations to pursue mission and ministry together.  We give thanks especially for the work we share with the Presbyterian Church, the Episcopal Church, the United Church of Christ, the Moravian Church and the Reformed Church in America.  Bless our common faith, strengthen our common efforts, and reveal yourself to the world through our common witness.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the United Methodist Church
Bless, O Lord, the ministry and witness of our sisters and brothers in the United Methodist Church.  As we of the ELCA continue our dialogs with them, help us to discover the many and various ways that we share a common hope, faith and witness.  And, if it be your will, lead our Churchwide Assembly next month to embrace the Full Communion agreement that has been proposed so that the ELCA and UMC can continue to offer a strong and shared declaration to the hope that lies within us.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For our DiscipleLife

Gather all Christians together, Lord Jesus Christ, as once you gathered the twelve disciples into one community of ministry and mission.  Use our diversity of gifts, interests, viewpoints and passions to fashion a strong and resilient church that is able to respond to the needs of this diverse and complex world.  Let us not be discouraged by the differences we see in the church, but encouraged as we see your Spirit moving among people of every kind and culture.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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