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In Thanksgiving for
Mosaic in Dallas
And our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publica-tions of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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Mosaic’s motto is “Opening Doors to Extraordinary Lives” – which is something they experience everyday as they are in ministry to those with developmental challenges.


Mosaic – Dallas offers individuals and businesses a new document destruction service.  This business provides meaningful and paid work to individuals served by Mosaic while serving your needs.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for March 2009

Mosaic is, in many ways, a truly heroic organization that supports and advocates for people with serious developmental disabilities.  As a faith-based organization, they act out their deeply held conviction that every individual is a person of worth.  Their work creates spaces of safety, respect, personal growth and community involvement for the people in their care.


Today Mosaic supports more than 3,500 persons through their 40 agencies found in 250 communities in 14 states.  One such office is located in Dallas (Carrollton); Jo Beth Collier serves as the director.  Among the many ways area churches and individuals have supported Mosaic-Dallas, none is more prominent than the annual “Heart and Soul Gala” held in February of each year.  

Mosaic began in 1986 when a group of parents, having heard of Bethphage's success in helping people with developmental disabilities, traveled to Nebraska to request Bethphage services in Texas.  At that time, their children were residing in state schools, which were being closed down, or their children were graduating from public schools with nowhere to go for services.  In August 1986, Bethphage opened four group homes in Dallas to provide residential services to 24 young adults.
 
In 2003, Bethphage consolidated with Martin Luther Homes to create Mosaic.  In August 2008, Mosaic-Dallas celebrated its 22nd Anniversary and continues to be the provider of choice for approximately 70 individuals with disabilities and their families.  Mosaic-Dallas is accredited through The Council on Quality and Leadership in Supports for People with Disabilities.  The latest accreditation in 2007 was given “with distinction”.  Mosaic-Dallas is the only agency in the state of Texas that has this accreditation.


Mosaic-Dallas continues to be innovative throughout the community and began a cost-effective, confidential document destruction business in August 2008.  Learn more about the document destruction business at www.MosaicInfo.org/dallas/documentdestruction.htm and the Dallas agency at www.mosaicinfo.org/dallas.

PRAYERS about MOSAIC-Dallas 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the five Sundays of March
For those with Developmental Disabilities
O God, source of life and health and hope, we remember before you today all those whose lives are marked by serious developmental disabilities.  We remember their struggles and triumphs, their distress and hopefulness, and their embrace of the gift of life itself.  Teach us by their example to trust in you, to live life as a gift, and to rely on the communities of love and support that surround us.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For Health Care Providers
Lord Jesus Christ, as the crowds once came to you seeking healing and hope, we remember that you had compassion on them, healed their diseases, and gave them hope for a new life.  Today we pray for all those in the healing arts – counselors, physicians, ministers and those who work with the disabled.  Grant them compassion to love and help those in their charge.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Perseverance and Strength

Help all those today, O God, who are exhausted by any sort of trial or testing – whether by illness, sorrow, despair or loneliness.  Give them strength great enough to match the demands of their circumstances, faith to rely on the love that you have for them, and perseverance that comes as a gift from your Holy Spirit.  May their lives witness to the power of your watchfulness and grace.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Mosaic-Dallas

We give you thanks this day, O God, for the ministry of Mosaic and the 22 years that Mosaic has been in Texas ministering among people with serious developmental disabilities.  We thank you for the hope they have given thousands of people, for their persistence and professionalism, and for their faith and compassion in the face of so many challenges.  Bless their ministry for years to come.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For our DiscipleLife

Remind us, O Holy Spirit, that “DiscipleLife” is not a logo or slogan but a calling to be faithful to our baptismal covenant…that “DiscipleLife” is not a hope but a reality, not only a way of thinking but a way of being, not a prescription of what we ought to do but a description of what we are doing.  Grant us the gifts of faith and resolve that we need to live the DiscipleLife with joy and thanksgiving.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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