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In Thanksgiving for
Theological Education: Our Three Seminaries
Our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publica-tions of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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The Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest prepares students for ministry in the multicultural context of the southwest.  Besides typical classes in theology, course work at LSPS includes cultural awareness, immersion experiences and Spanish.
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The ELCA has established an Endowment Fund to support seminary students with the high cost of theological education.  Currently each two dollar gift to the fund is matched with an additional one dollar.

The NT-NL Synod relates to two seminaries in our region: the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago and Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, as well as the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest (Austin) which the two seminaries help sponsor.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for April 2009

The NT-NL Synod has a special relationship of mutual partnership and support with two of the eight seminaries of the ELCA.  The Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago is located in a diverse and pluralistic area of that city.  Wartburg Theological Seminary is located in Dubuque in the agricultural context of Iowa.  Both have about twenty full time faculty.  These two seminaries combine to support the unique seminary program in Austin (Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest) which is dedicated to training future leaders for the realities of ministry in the Hispanic and southwestern (border) context.


The cost of seminary education (tuition, fees and living expenses) rivals that of any graduate work:  $70,000 - $100,000 for the three academic years.  Seventy percent of seminarians take out educational loans, resulting in monthly loan payments of $300-$600.  As the number of rostered leaders retiring continues to rise (the “Baby Boomers”), the potential for a shortage of future leaders and for financial hardship also continues to rise.  The ELCA has established the Fund for Leaders as an endowment fund for scholarships for our future leaders.  Twenty-five synods, including NT-NL, have set up endowment funds within this larger fund.  The fund is professionally managed and operates under strict guidelines.  Proceeds from the synod’s fund will go toward the support of seminary students from NT-NL.  
Now would be an especially good time to consider a gift to the synod’s Fund for Leaders because the initiative called Leadership Rising offers to match every $2 gift with an additional $1.  Together we can help the Fund meet its four primary purposes: reducing debt, attracting more candidates, affirming those who respond to the call, and meeting the mission challenges of the church now and into the future.
PRAYERS about Theological Education and our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of April
For students preparing for Ministry in the Church
O God, source of truth and healing and life, raise up from among us the next generation of leaders who will guide your church, minister to your people and give new life to your whole creation.  Make them diligent in their studies, faithful stewards of your mysteries, and eager workers in your Kingdom.  Bless the seminaries that nurture them in wisdom and faith and provide them with the resources they need to be true to the work of teaching and learning.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the Lutheran Seminary Program
You love all people, O God, and you cherish your creation.  Look with compassion and mercy upon the ministry that we undertake here in the southwestern, border regions of the United States, where unique challenges and cultural diversity give us the opportunity to say powerful words of Good News.   Bless especially the work of the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest in Austin as they prepare leaders for service in this area.  May our future leaders be ever faithful, wise and courageous.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For those in Candidacy

We remember today those from the Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod who are studying in seminary, preparing for a life of ministry as pastors, associates in ministry, diaconal ministers and deaconesses.  Enable our synod’s Candidacy Committee to support them in this time of formation and our church’s seminary’s to teach them with wisdom and truth.  Stir up in them your Holy Spirit, O God, that their service may be marked with both humility and strength as they help build your Kingdom.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For the Fund for Theological Education
Look with favor, we pray, upon the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as it seeks to further your reach of compassion, redemption and justice in this world, O God.  Bless especially the seminaries of this church and all centers for theological education, including our own synod’s Parish Lay Ministry Academy.  And bless all those who seek to support the ministry of theological education in this church, especially the Fund for Leaders in Mission as it seeks to lay a strong foundation of financial support for schools and students alike.    Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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