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In Thanksgiving for
Texas Lutheran University
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publications of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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TLU Chapel at sunset
Classroom
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for September 2009

When Texas Lutheran University in Seguin (near San Antonio) wants to describe what makes it unique and a valuable partner in the life of the Lutheran church, it uses words like community, rigor, excellence and heritage.  The 1,400 students grow not only through the academic challenges that they encounter, but through their experience of being a community together on the 184-acre park-like campus.  Students can’t help but grow and develop when they are in small classes, surrounded by friends, known by name and encouraged every step of the way.  Since 1891 the school has created an environment in which the best of learning, faith and community combine to foster student achievement and success.


And the school has gotten noticed for its efforts.  TLU has been on the top ten list of U.S. News & World Report and The Princeton Review for many years now.  They laud TLU for being among the best of the schools of its size, type and geographic region.

Still people worry that an education at a small, private university isn’t affordable.  TLU’s got an answer for that.  TLU CHOICE is a new scholarship program that guarantees students who have been granted regular admission to either UT Austin or Texas A&M College Station that they will receive a TLU scholarship that will make the costs of attending TLU the same as UT or A&M.  “The CHOICE scholarship provides opportunity for even more students to experience the vibrant community of challenge, engagement and personal attention that makes TLU distinctive” said TLU President Ann Svennungsen.  A similar offer exists for transfer students.  
Texas Lutheran University is affiliated with the ELCA and is an exclusively undergraduate university of the liberal arts, sciences and professional studies.  TLU professors promote hands-on experience through scientific research, internships, senior seminars, and study abroad programs.
PRAYERS for TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of September
For Sunday, September 6
Let us pray for students everywhere as a new school year begins.  O Lord, as once you were called Teacher and Rabbi, bless the growth and learning that students now undertake for another year.  Enliven those that teach and those that learn so that every valuable insight and idea can be opened up for understanding and discovery.  Grant all of us the wisdom we need to serve you and the world you love with skill and compassion.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Sunday, September 13

Let us pray for the students of this congregation – in every academy, school, and educational program -- especially those who are away at college.  Give your loving support and guidance to each of them: [here name your young adults who are at college by name].  Keep them in your embrace and help them grow in grace and wisdom     Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Sunday, September 20

Let us pray for Texas Lutheran University.  Heavenly Father, we remember before you today all the organizations and institutions that share the name “Lutheran” with us as they strive to be a blessing to others.  Today we remember especially TLU and the ministry of education that it embodies.  Bless the many hundreds of students, faculty and staff that gather there that they may pursue wisdom and understanding and so be a blessing to many.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
For Sunday, September 27

Let us pray for the educational ministry of this congregation – in all those places where we gather to study, to discuss and to share with one another.  Make of us true disciples, O Lord, and gather us as once you gathered the twelve for instruction and encouragement.  Open our hearts and minds to new understanding and insight that we may serve you, one another and our community with greater ability and insight.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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