[image: image1.png]


Publicity and Prayers
Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod
July 2009

[image: image2.jpg]



In Thanksgiving for
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
And the 50 Days of Prayer leading to the Churchwide Assembly
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publications of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
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Presiding Bishop


Mark S. Hanson

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for July 2009

The Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Mark S. Hanson, has called on all members of this church to be in 50 days of prayer beginning June 29. ”In the seven weeks leading to the start of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly on August 17, I invite you to join in 50 days of renewed and focused prayer around the Scriptures that will be used at the assembly.”  The ELCA’s Churchwide Assembly meets in Minneapolis, August 17-23, using the ELCA’s tag line as its theme: God’s work.  Our hands.

Individuals and groups of individuals are urged to pray for the assembly, for the voting members and for wisdom as they seek discernment about important issues facing the ELCA.  We are being invited to engage in daily prayer, beginning June 29, to engage in weekly prayer with scripture readings that are taken from the daily lectionary for the days of the assembly, and to engage in Sunday prayer in morning worship during these seven weeks.  Resources are available for the 50 Days of Prayer on the ELCA web site, including suggested prayers, the lectionary readings, and questions that can help prompt our reflection and discussion. 

The call to weekly prayer gives participants the opportunity to study the same lessons that will be used during the Churchwide Assembly.  The web site provides printed information that can guide our reflections, including questions for our consideration (useful in any Bible study context as well):  (1) What is God up to in these texts, how do they show forth Christ? What do they say about God, us, and our world?   (2) How do these texts send us and equip our witness?  (3) As I hear these texts, what would I be concerned about or what person or situation might I see differently than I do now? 

Join your sisters and brothers during these 50 days of prayer.
PRAYERS for the ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY (the 50 Days of Prayer)
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of July
For Sunday, July 5
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people.  Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Churchwide Assembly Hymn: We Are Called (ELW 720).
For Sunday, July 12
God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom.  Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace 
in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Churchwide Assembly Hymn: The Son of God, Our Christ (ELW 584).
For Sunday, July 19

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Churchwide Assembly Hymn: Where True Charity and Love Abide (ELW 653).
For Sunday, July 26
Holy God, source of all love, you command us to love one another.  By your Holy Spirit, conform our lives to your will so that our words and actions reveal the care and redemption you have shown to all your people through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Lord in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.
Churchwide Assembly Hymn: O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722).
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