NT-NL Congregational Constitution Sections Referring to
Church Affiliation and Property Matters

These provisions have an * meaning that they are required for congregations,

whether or not they appear in an individual congregation’s constitution.

Chapter 6.
CHURCH AFFILIATION

*C6.01.

*C6.02.
*C6.03.

*C6.04.

*C6.05.

This congregation shall be an interdependent part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America or its successor, and of the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This congregation is subject to the
discipline of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

This congregation acceﬁts the Confession of Faith and agrees to the Purposes of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and shall act in accordance with them.

This congregation acknowledges its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America In which:

a. This congregation agrees to be responsible for its life as a Christian community.

b. This_con?regation pledges its financial support and participation in the life and
mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

c. This congregation agrees to call pastoral leadership from the clergy roster of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in accordance with its call procedures
except in special circumstances and with the approval of the bishop of the synod.

d. This congregation agrees to consider associates in ministry, deaconesses, and
diaconal ministers for call to other staff positions in the congregation according to
the procedures of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

e. This congregation agrees to file this constitution and any subsequent changes to
this constitution with the synod for review to ascertain that all of its provisions are
in agreement with the constitution and bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America and with the constitution of the synod.

%Aﬁiliation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America may be terminated as

ollows:

a. This congregation takes action to dissolve.

b. This congregation ceases to exist.

c. This congregation is removed from membershifp in_the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in_ America according to the procedures for discipline of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

d. This congregation follows the procedures outlined in *C6.05.

This congregation may terminate its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in America by the following procedure:

a. A resolution indicating the desire of this congregation to terminate its relationship
must be adopted at a legally called and conducted special meeting of this
congregation by a two-thirds majority of the voting members present.

b. The secretary of this congregation shall submit a copy of the resolution to the synodical
bishop and shall mail a copy of the resolution to voting members of this congregation.
This notice shall be submitted within 10 days after the resolution has been adopted.

c. The bishop of the synod shall consult with this congregation during a period of at
least 90 days.

d. If this congregation, after consultation, still desires to terminate its relationship,
such action may be taken at a legally called and conducted special meeting by a
two-thirds majority of the voting members present, at which meeting the bishop of
the synod or an authorized representative shall be present. Notice of the meeting
shall'be mailed to all voting members at least 10 days in advance of the meeting.

e. A certified copy of the resolution to terminate its relationship shall be sent to the
synodical blShOﬂ, at which time the re_Iatlonshlg between this congregation and the

vangelical Lutheran Church in America shall be terminated.



f.  Notice of termination shall be forwarded by the synodical bishop to the secretary of
this church and published in the periodical of this church.

g.' Since this congregation was a member of the Lutheran Church in America, it shall
be required, in addition to the foregoing provisions in *C6.05., to receive synodical
'%[\Jproyal before terminating its membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

merica.

h.? Since this congregation was established by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, it shall be required, in addition to the foregoing provisions in *C6.05., to
receive synodical approval before terminating its membership in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

*C6.06. If this congregation considers relocation, it shall confer with the bishop of the synod in
which it is territorially located before any steps are taken leading to such action. The
approval of the Synod Council shall be received before any such action is effected.

Chapter 7.
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

*C7.01. If this congregation ceases to exist, title to undisposed property shall pass to the
Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

*C7.02. If this congregation is removed from membershilp in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America according to its procedure for discipline, title to property shall continue to
reside in this congregation.

*C7.03. If a two-thirds majority of the voting members of this congregation present at a legally
called and conducted special meeting of this congregation vote to transfer to another
Lutheran church body, title to property shall continue to reside in this congregation.
Before this congregation takes action to transfer to another Lutheran church body, it
shall consult with representatives of the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod.

*C7.04. If a two-thirds majority of the voting members of this congregation present at a legally
called and conducted Sﬁecial meeting of this congregation vote to become independent
or relate to a non-Lutheran church body, title to property of this congregation shall
continue to reside in this congregation only with the consent of the Synod Council. The
Synod Council, after consultation with this congregation by the established synodical
process, may give approval to the request to become independent or to relate to a non-
Lutheran church body, in which case title shall remain with the majority of this
congregation. If the Synod Council fails to give such approval, title shall remain with
those members who desire to continue as a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

C7.05. Notwithstanding the provisions of *C7.02. and *C.7.03. above, where this
congregation has received property from the synod pursuant to a deed or other
instrument containing restrictions under provision 9.71.a. of the Constitution, Bylaws,
and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, this
congregation accepts such restrictions and:

a. Shall not transfer, encumber, mortgage, or in any way burden or impair any right,
title, or interest in the property without prior approval of the Synod Council.

b. Shall—upon written demand by the Synod Council, pursuant to $S13.23. of the cons-
titution of the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod—reconvey and transfer
all right, title, and interest in the property to the synod.

! This provision is to be used in the constitutions of all congregations that formerly were a part of the Lutheran Church in America, in accord

with provision 9.62.g. in the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

This provision is to be used in the constitutions of all congregations that have been established by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, in accord with provision 9.62.h. in the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.



