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In Thanksgiving for
Lutheran Social Services
& Our DiscipleLife together
Newsletter editors and church office staff:  the following information is provided for your use in the publications of the congregation.  Please consider using the 300-word article below in your monthly newsletter as a way of telling the story of our common ministry with others who share the name “Lutheran” with us and who partner with us in ministry.  Also below are prayers that can be used in morning worship during the Prayers of the Church.  Thank you for helping us celebrate the work we do together in Christ’s name.  (This document is posted in MSWord format at www.NTNL.org/calendar_of_emphasis.htm.) 
[image: image3.jpg]




NEWSLETTER ARTICLE for December 2009

The many and various ways that Lutheran Social Services (LSS) represents Lutherans in desperate times and difficult places is truly amazing.  LSS is God’s hands touching those who have enormous needs.  They minister to people who cry out from the vortex of catastrophe – especially people who are the most vulnerable and helpless.  Lutherans make a difference, and LSS (a part of Lutheran Services of America – the largest social services network in the world) is a key to the work being done.  LSS’s mission is (and has been since its inception in Texas in 1881) to provide help, healing and hope in the name of Jesus Christ.

Wrap your mind around this: in Texas this year LSS has had 1,527 children receiving foster care in 576 foster families.  367 abused children have been treated in LSS’s three residential treatment centers.  420 child refugees were served at Bokenkamp (Corpus Christi) and 195 in El Paso.  And 181 children were adopted.  Then there are the senior services: 230 older adults in two adult Day Care Centers in El Paso, and 645 older adults in LSS senior living centers (Houston, Brenham, Victoria, Round Rock and Lubbock).


Also 5,530 individuals were provided emergency assistance (prescriptions, lunches, rent) and 1,779 individuals with diabetes were served through the Health for Friends Clinic in Lubbock.  Ten thousand (10,565) households were provided case management by LSS Disaster Response, and 40,000 volunteers had their efforts coordinated by LSS Disaster Response.  These volunteers generated 1.6 million hours of recovery and rebuilding work.  As a result 10,800 houses along the Gulf Coast were cleaned and/or repaired.


LSS serves 45,000 people annually…in the name of Christ, in the name of the Lutheran Church, on your behalf.  Learn more at www.lsss.org. 

PRAYERS about LSS and our DISCIPLELIFE 
for use in the Prayers of the Church during the four Sundays of December
For the Very Young and Very Old who Need Care
O God, source of life and health and hope, we remember before you today all those whose lives are burdened with disaster and hopelessness, especially small children and aging adults.  We remember their struggles, their distress and their vulnerability.  Help us restore in them their hopefulness, their trust and their faith by surrounding them with compassion and aid, and being your hands of healing and hope.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For Health Care Providers

Lord Jesus Christ, as the crowds once came to you seeking healing and hope, we remember that you had compassion on them, healed their diseases, and gave them hope for a new life.  Today we pray for all those in the healing arts – counselors, physicians, social workers, case workers and those who work with the poor, the desperate and the helpless.  Grant these healing ministers compassion to love and help those in their charge.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For Lutheran Social Services
We give you thanks this day, O God, for the ministry of Lutheran Social Services and the 128 years that LSS has been in Texas ministering to families, foster and adoptive children, the elderly, the abused and the hungry.  We thank you for the hope they have given thousands of people, for their persistence and professionalism, and for their faith and compassion in the face of so many challenges.  Bless their ministry for years to come.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.

For our DiscipleLife

Remind us, O Holy Spirit, that “DiscipleLife” is not a logo or slogan but a calling to be faithful to our baptismal covenant…that “DiscipleLife” is not a hope but a reality, not only a way of thinking but a way of being, not a prescription of what we ought to do but a description of what we are doing.  Grant us the gifts of faith and resolve that we need to live the DiscipleLife with joy and thanksgiving.  Lord in your mercy.  HEAR OUR PRAYER.
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