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Medical Clinic in Calaba Town
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone
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The NT-NL Synod played a major role in establishing a Medical Clinic at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Calaba Town, Sierra Leone, as part of the synod’s ministry partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone (ELCSL).  The clinic was launch in February 2009 when twelve medically trained people from NT-NL travelled to Sierra Leone to work alongside folks from the ELCSL.  They transformed the former church offices so that a large cabinet became the pharmacy, a room divider made two exam rooms out of the previous library, and a small classroom became the laboratory.  
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The clinic is open to all in need.  Juliana Musa, RN, who visited Texas in 2008, is the clinic director.  She has one full-time staff nurse to aid her, and a number of volunteer medical and nursing students—all members of various Lutheran churches throughout Freetown.  

When the 12 from NT-NL Synod arrived in Calaba Town, 800 patients gathered for medical care and for the free medications.  The scene was repeated daily.  In all, the NT-NL Medical Mission trip saw 1500 patients – in just five days!  Most common ailments included malnutrition, malaria, high blood pressure, arthritis, and diabetes.   
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A big problem for the medical system in Sierra Leone is counterfeit drugs.  Residents may go to the local pharmacy to buy over-the-counter or prescription drugs, but there is no guarantee that the capsules won’t be filled with talcum powder or the aspirin won’t actually be sugar pills.   Patients know they will get proper medications, however, at the Lutheran clinic. 
At the 2010 Synod Assembly we plan to fill a shipping container for Sierra Leone, packed with food and medical supplies.  More information about this effort will be available soon.  Donations (made out to the NT-NL Synod and marked for the SL Medical Clinic) are welcome at any time and can be sent to the NT-NL Synod (P.O. Box 560587, Dallas, TX, 75356-0587).
_________________
Adapted from Pastor Pat Dietrich’s eye-witness account of the Medical Mission Trip 2009
To read her whole account, go to www.ntnl.org / Partners / ELCSL / Mission Trips
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