Priyè pou Ayiti  --  Prayers for Haiti
Synodwide Day of Prayer for the People of Haiti

February 14, 2010
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February 14, Transfiguration Sunday, year C, Valentine’s Day
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)
In times of great disaster or crisis, it is normal to feel helpless and powerless as others suffer.  There is an impulse to do something to alleviate the suffering, but when many miles and logistics separate us from the hurt and need, it can feel doubly frustrating.  As people of faith in a God who is everywhere, who suffers in love along with creation, and who is working to redeem and heal this creation finally through Jesus, the Son, we can participate in God’s kingdom work through the gift of prayer.  

This resource is created to aid us in our prayer for Haiti in a time of her great need.  February 14th has been set aside in the NT-NL Synod as a synodwide day to remember the people of Haiti in our prayers.   A month will have passed since the great earthquake shook Haiti to her foundations.   Compassion fatigue may have set in.  Other concerns may pop up to distract us.  I pray that your congregation will use these resources or something similar as we lift our collective prayer to God on behalf of the suffering, the responders, and the future of Haiti.   
Lapè se Bondyé avek oú, (peace of our Lord be with you!)

Pastor Paul Mussachio

Preston Meadow Lutheran Church, Plano, TX
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Option 1:  A special litany of Prayer for Haiti

A Litany of Lamentation and Supplication

L
Blessed be the Lord our God who comforts us in our grief, confusion, and helplessness.

C
Our hearts cry out, “Why, O Lord?  Why?”

L
Why do the innocent suffer?

C
Why do the most vulnerable suffer?

L
Everywhere there is devastation.

C
Why should such disaster befall the children?

Silence for reflection.

L
We turn, O Lord, to you for strength.

C
To whom else can we turn?

L
We pray for all those whose lives and dreams have come crashing down in the rubble of the quakes.

C
We pray for those whose limbs and bodies are broken.

L
We pray for those who thirst and can find no clean water.

C
We pray for those who hunger and can find no food.

L
We pray for those who have no home and no place to find shelter and rest.

C
We pray for those whose families were torn apart by instant death and now live orphaned, widowed, and alone.

L
We pray for those gripped by fear and uncertainty.

C
We pray for those who will be exposed to spreading disease.

L
We pray for emergency relief workers and medical staff who are under-resourced and overwhelmed.

C
We pray for every person and agency around the world who is trying to reach out, enter in, and give assistance.

L 
Give everyone strength beyond their mortal means, save persons from compassion fatigue, and honor the efforts of all.

C
Give to all on the front line a sense of our solidarity with them today and for the days ahead.

Litany of Prayer of Solidarity

L
Lord, you call us to love whom you love.

C
The poor are near to your heart.

L
Assist our hearts to beat with yours.

C
Let us stand with the poor, the powerless, and the disenfranchised with the compassion of Christ that has no limits or boundaries.

L
In Haiti, the people say, “Little by little the bird builds the nest.”

C
Assist us to rebuild lives, hopes, dignity, and dreams.

L
In Haiti, the people say, “Many hands make the burden light.”

C
Help us to be a people who walk hand in hand with those to whom we have made promises, promises we will never break.

L
In this time of confusion and uncertainty, grant us focus and imagination.

C
Assist us to be bold, tireless, and unceasing in love, hope, and solidarity with the children of Haiti.

L
May all have life in your name!
C
That all may have life!
Option 2:  Prayer petitions for the Prayers of Intercession

(you can use any or just one)
O God,

we give you thanks for the revelation of your creative power in our world.

Reveal your love and hope

in the midst of the suffering and chaos in aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti.

Give strength and perseverance to those who offer aid and comfort.

Move us with your compassion to shoulder the burden of crisis with all your children.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, you bring good news to those who are despairing.

Help us to hear the cries of those who are enduring trials and suffering

because of the earthquake in Haiti.

Enliven all your children to respond with compassion, aid, and your care

so that all may know the hope of your grace.

Fill us with the power of your Spirit.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of renewing love,

Sustain those who continue to suffer and rebuild after the earthquake in Haiti.

Bring hope in the midst of despair.

Grant patience and endurance to those who bring aid and assistance.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Option 3:  Special Prayer Station for Interactive Prayer

1-Word Prayer – Consider setting up a station of prayer in your worship area or other common area where people can ‘post’ their prayers for Haiti.  You could use a section of wall space, or movable wall, and give people post-it notes to write down one word of prayer for the people of Haiti.  Use multi-color post-its to add vibrancy and diversity to the space.  Haiti is a very colorful, Caribbean nation, so this would fit in very well!  Leave it out for a couple of weeks to give people a chance to engage.  Afterward, you can have someone record every post-it and insert the text into a software program to create a “word cloud.”  An example can be found at:  http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/1550772/1_word_prayer_for_Haiti___bw
Option 4: “in Haiti, There is Anguish”

Written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
(St. CHRISTOPHER 7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6 ["Beneath the Cross of Jesus"].


In Haiti, there is anguish that seems too much to bear;
A land so used to sorrow now knows even more despair.
From city streets, the cries of grief rise up to hills above;
In all the sorrow, pain and death, where are you, God of love?

A woman sifts through rubble; a man has lost his home,
A hungry, orphaned toddler sobs, for she is now alone.
Where are you, Lord, when thousands die - the rich, the poorest poor?
Were you the very first to cry for all that is no more? 

O God, you love your children; you hear each lifted prayer!
May all who suffer in that land know you are present there.
In moments of compassion shown, in simple acts of grace,
May those in pain find healing balm, and know your love's embrace. 

Where are you in the anguish? Lord, may we hear anew
That anywhere your world cries out, you're there - and suffering, too.
And may we see, in others' pain, the cross we're called to bear;
Send out your church in Jesus' name to pray, to serve, to share.

Text: Copyright 2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Permission is given for use by those who support Church World Service.

http://www.sparkweekly.com/article/20100116/LIFE/1160304/1005/LIFE



Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
"If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it."
–1 Corinthians 12:26
More than two weeks have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti. The outpouring of gifts from members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) to ELCA Disaster Response has enabled a swift response on behalf of this church.   Thank you for your generous financial support which now totals more than $2.5 million. Many gifts are still being counted. Our community-based partners are already providing:
· Two water purification systems to bring clean water to 25,000 people. 
· Emergency food and medical supplies to thousands. 
· Blankets and tents to shelter 10,000 people who are homeless. 
Funding, distributed through three partners, will increase as giving continues.
· $300,000 has been sent to The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a key responder and member of Action by Churches Together (ACT). The funds support LWF efforts to provide shelter to people left homeless by the quake.  
· $150,000 has been sent to Lutheran World Relief (LWR), Baltimore, for material aid. 
· $150,000 has been sent to Church World Service (CWS) for construction of temporary water systems and distribution of water purification materials.  
In addition, $25,000 has been sent to Lutheran Services of Florida for initial support to refugees and Haitian Americans entering or returning to the United States.
We are pleased that Louis Dorvillier, director for International Development and Disaster Response in the ELCA Global Mission program unit, is part of a delegation to his country of origin with LWF and ACT.
Your generosity makes this life-saving work possible. As we celebrate this outpouring of gifts and prayers, we also know that we have a long road to travel together. There is so much more to be done. This church is committed to walking with our brothers and sisters in Haiti for years to come; your continued support is needed to provide ongoing care. 
I encourage you to visit the ELCA Disaster Response (www.elca.org/disaster) Web site for updated information, worship resources, bulletin inserts and details on how to offer financial support. General mission-support dollars and gifts to ELCA Vision for Mission make it possible for 100 percent of your gifts designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief to be used entirely for this response effort.   To give today, go online (www.elca.org/haitiearthquake) or call 800-638-3522.
In God's grace, 
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.S. View more photos of your gifts at work (www.elca.org/bishopstatement).
Support the Relief Work in Haiti





� HYPERLINK "http://www.htflive.org" ��Haitian Timoun Foundation� (� HYPERLINK "http://www.htflive.org" ��www.htflive.org�)





� HYPERLINK "https://community.elca.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fdisaster&srcid=15114&srctid=1&erid=211428" \t "_blank" �ELCA Disaster Response� (� HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/disaster" \t "_blank" �www.elca.org/disaster�)


� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse" ��ELCA Disaster Response Blog� (� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse" ��http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake" ��ELCA Haiti Earthquake Relief� (� HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/haitiearthquake" \t "_blank" �www.elca.org/haitiearthquake�) or call 800-638-3522.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lwr.org" ��Lutheran World Relief Efforts� (www.lwr.org)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/healthkit.asp" ��LWR Health Kit Project� (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/healthkit.asp" ��www.lwr.org/beinvolved/healthkit.asp�)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti" ��Thrivent� matching funds (� HYPERLINK "http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti" ��www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti�) or call 800.236.3736





Synod Contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:paul.mussachio@pmlc.org" ��Pastor Paul Mussachio� (� HYPERLINK "mailto:paul.mussachio@pmlc.org" ��paul.mussachio@pmlc.org�) or call 972.618.2233 x233











