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HISPANIC / LATINO MINISTRY
A Story of Amazing Growth and Vitality
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The story of Hispanic Ministry in the NT-NL Synod reads like the story of the multiplication of loaves and fishes.  Early on there were ministries that were – and continue to be – strong and exemplary – Emmanuel, Dallas (Pr. Julio Cruz) and San Miguel, Fort Worth (Pr. José Torres).  Growth was evident as synod congregations began Hispanic ministries – Our Saviour’s, Tyler, (Pr. Gustavo Guerrero), Walnut Hill, Dallas (Pr. Violeta Erickson) and St. John, Grand Prairie (which became Santa Maria de Guadalupe, Irving, Pr. Pedro Portillo).  Now these Hispanic ministries are developing their own new ministries – San Gabriel, Alvarado (birthed by San Miguel – Jesus Escamilla, lay minister) and Sagrada Familia (birthed by First Garland and Santa Maria – David Rosales, lay minister).  The newest effort is happening at Oak Cliff Lutheran Church in Dallas. 
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Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América
L a obra de Dios Nuestras manos.



The vitality of Hispanic ministry can also be measured in other ways.  Santa Maria recently dedicated its first facility – a building that seats 700 people and boasts 75 visitor parking spaces.  San Gabriel is building its own worship space with the help of area congregations. San Miguel is considering an expansion of facilities. Growing numbers of Hispanic youth have been attending leadership development, spirituality, stewardship and evangelism retreats.  The Parish Lay Ministry Academy has added a whole Spanish-speaking component. 
Thanks be to God for the faith, eagerness, dedication and diversity that these members of faith bring to us all !
____________
La Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América (IELA) es parte de una, santa iglesia católica. Nosotros buscamos traer las Buenas Nuevas de Cristo Jesús para toda la gente. En la predicación de la palabra, nosotros proclamamos que Cristo es el Salvador del mundo. Nosotros estamos alimentados y bendecidos por Cristo en los sacramentos como él viene a nosotros con amór y gracia. Esperamos que te sientas bienvenido entre nosotros cuando celebremos la fidelidad y bendición de Dios. Por favor té invitamos a unirte a nosotros para adorar a nuestro Salvador, como nosotros crecemos en nuestro entendimiento en el amór de Cristo para nosotros, y como nostros buscamos asistir a otros en sus necesidades.
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ntnl.org/images/irma.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT ��� Latinos, after they become mestizos (a new people of diverse origins), tend to read the Bible through the lens of their collective experience as a story of personal and communal liberation from sin, marginalization, poverty and oppression by a Jesus who takes the side of mestizos and invites them into his fellowship, and worship services. The Latinos feel honored to be part of the Lutheran church… 





-Irma Bañales, NT-NL Synod Hispanic/Latino Ministry Coordinator








