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ELCA WORLD HUNGER APPEAL
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The ELCA’s World Hunger Appeal is known internationally and nationally as one of the best managed and most effective programs in existence.  It is focused on building sustainable programs for the poor and hungry by offering not just food for today, but training, supplies, equipment and education for tomorrow.  Through efforts such as “Stand with Africa” and the “Millennium Development Goals,” the ELCA targets poverty, famine, epidemics, health and mortality issues.  The World Hunger Appeal works cooperatively with other programs to leverage every dollar that is given.
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Stand with Africa efforts assist communities and churches in Africa to banish hunger, overcome HIV/AIDS, and build peace.  Examples?  In Liberia over 300 counselors and health workers have been trained to educate others on HIV/AIDS.  In Sierra Leone women leaders are taught strategies for disease prevention.  In Kenya farmers are taught better farming techniques, including crop diversification.  In Niger 68 farmers and others have access to loans to improve their family income.  In Mali farmers are given lines of credit to purchase agricultural equipment, establish grain banks, and improve literacy and nutrition through education.  (Learn more at www.ELCA.org/hunger.) 
Millennium Development Goals have been adopted by the U.S. and 188 other countries in a commitment to cut extreme hunger by half by 2015.  Besides attacking extreme poverty, the goals include achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS and malaria, ensuring environmental sustainability, and creating global partnerships for development.  The goal of the ONE campaign is to direct an additional one percent of the U.S. budget to help the poorest countries meet the Millennium Development Goals.  (Learn more at www.ELCA.org/advocacy/ONE.) 
Our 2007 Synod Assembly urged 100% of our congregations to engage in at least one earnest effort to support the World Hunger Appeal each year.
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Sub-Saharan Africa


Did you know?





10% of the world’s population lives in this region, but 24% of the world’s under-nourished and 27% of the world’s refugee and displaced people live there.





Life expectancy for a woman in this region is 49 years; a man’s is 47 years.  





Out of every 1000 live births, 175 children will die before age 5 in this region.  





Over half of the households in this region now have access to improved water sources thanks, in part, to the efforts supported by ELCA’s World Hunger.  





One fourth of the world’s Lutherans live in Africa (especially Ethiopia and Tanzania).  





Fifty-four of the 65 ELCA synods have a companion synod relationship with a Lutheran African church.








