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NT-NL is the DiscipleLife Synod, dedicated to “Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus”.  What’s DiscipleLife?  It is an invitation to learn and reflect as students of the Teacher, but also to grow, change and re-order the way we live our lives.  DiscipleLife is not just something we might do, it is something we are.  It is not just something we practice, but something we become.  It is not just learning about the living Christ, but allowing the Christ to live in us.
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The Rev. Dr. Kevin S. Kanouse serves as Bishop of the NT-NL Synod.  Together with the leaders and staff of the synod, his ministry is to resource congregations with opportunities to enhance their ministries and strengthen their leadership.  He proclaims the Good News we have in Christ, provides a vision for our work together as disciples, and calls the congregations and leaders into cooperative efforts intended to make Christ known in the territory that we serve.
DiscipleLife Alive!  These days the NT-NL Synod is deeply involved in the creative and energizing work of re-imagining the way it will pursue its mission into the future.  Old structures are giving way to new and imaginative ways to be the People of God for our day and time.  The 2010 Synod Assembly set the stage for the conversation about DiscipleLife becoming Alive! in a new way.  “Mission” will now drive all programming, staffing, training and organizational efforts.  It’s a new day.
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Territory:  NT-NL covers 550,000 square miles of mission territory.  More than half of NT-NL congregations are found in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex.  A fourth are in small town and rural contexts; the other fourth in small cities.  We worship in as many as seven languages each Sunday.  Every year we open a new mission, with much of that expansion happening among Hispanics and other ethnic groups (Oromo, Indonesian, Finnish).  In total we are 119 congregations with a membership of 32,000.  We are served by 170 active and retired rostered leaders.  Every year we commit 47% of our income (congregational Mission Support) to the national and global work of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Together with the 11,000 congregations that make up the ELCA, we are found in countless mission fields, educational institutions, new ministry developments and ministries of compassion and care.
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