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LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
It All Started on Campus

You learn a lot during your college years – and some of it is tough, challenging and even upsetting.  Toss in a half dozen strenuous transitions (from home, in relationships, to self-sufficiency, into a new career, in principles and priorities, in financial stability and in spiritual conviction) and the average student quickly finds they have more than just a backpack on their shoulders.  The college years can be a rough time. 
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Some students are blessed to find Campus Ministry ready and waiting for them.  CM can be a kind of oasis – a place of grace and place, wholeness and health.  A student in the Campus Ministry program in Denton, Aromi Knox, said it this way, “I have realized that ever since I walked into the Wednesday night group, I had always had a least one thing to look forward to in the week.”  For her tears gave way to laughter and hurt to hope.  So now she plans to serve as a Campus Ministry Peer Minister in the coming year.
____________

Campus Pastors – like our own Pr. Celene Welch at the Lutheran Campus Ministry in Denton (www.lcmdenton.org) – enjoy pointing out that “it all started on campus”.  Martin Luther was a professor at the University of Wittenberg when his own scriptural study, reflection and anguish led him to discover God as a Gracious God, intending that we experience hope, love and abundant life.  The discovery changed Luther’s life … and the church’s life … and the course of history.  What happens in the struggles for understanding, conviction and acceptance in the lives of contemporary university students is no less revolutionary.  And students continue to need, as Luther did, to have the scriptures and the community present in such times of insight and growth.  It can make all the difference.
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Lutheran Campus Ministry in Denton (UNT / TWU) is faithful to the rich Lutheran theological tradition and driven by the challenges of the contemporary university.  It is on campus to engage the questions, bear witness to the faith, lift up God’s grace, care for those who struggle, and offer times of worship, study, fellowship and service.  Plus, they offer a lot of food (pizza, subs, bread & wine, and, of course, food for thought).  They engage in service projects (especially in Hunger Relief).  They build community and relationships.  And they point to the loving relationship we know in Christ.
The Future of Campus Ministry:  The economic downturn has brought about budget reductions that have almost choked off the support needed for even a part time Campus Ministry.  Congregations, the NT-NL Synod and ELCA Churchwide have all reduced their support.  Campus Ministry works to raise a lot of its needed funds, but your personal help is needed.  Please consider sending a tax-deductible check to Campus Ministry c/o NT-NL Synod, P.O. Box 560587, Dallas, TX, 75356.
_________________
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