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PARISH LAY MINISTRY ACADEMY
Educating and Equipping for Service

[image: image1.bmp]Do you sense a need to dig deeper into the faith?  Would you like to be better equipped for leadership and service in your congregation?  Or do you know someone who could be encouraged in these directions?  The Parish Lay Ministry Academy (PLMA) may be just the opportunity for you or someone you know!  The academy is widely recognized for the training of lay leaders for NT-NL congregations, some of whom have gone on to serve in congregations and ministries beyond NT-NL.
_______________
Graduates: For ten years, the Parish Lay Ministry Academy has provided over 125 trained lay leaders for congregations and other ministries of this synod.  These lay leaders provide leadership in a whole host of ways, including

Worship Planning and Leadership
Teaching and Education
Nurturing Local Faith Communities

Church Administration
Preaching
Youth Ministry
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A few of the graduates have gone on to formal studies in theology at our ELCA seminaries and two of our graduates are now ordained – Pastor Diane Eggemeyer (Trinity, Miles) and Pastor Jan Castleberry (Four Mile, Mabank).  What gifts all the graduates bring!

Program: The PLMA consists of a structured two-year program of studies in the areas of Bible, Theology and Ministry.  Specific studies include the Gospels, worship & prayer, congregational life, history & theology, and leadership.  As a part of their studies, students engage in a hands-on project in their home congregation where they can test and experience their academic work in a practical, real-life way.
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For more information go to the
Parish Lay Ministry Academy web site (www.plmacademy.org)

Or contact the Dean of the Academy

Pastor Russell Vardell (dean@plmacademy.org)
_________________
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