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SUPPORTING OUR MISSION
Where does your offering go?
The congregations of the NT-NL mission territory have a clear purpose: “Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus”.  Each of the 115 congregations in NT-NL is on the frontlines of mission, positioned at the intersection of church and culture, spiritual life and daily life, Good News and the evening news.  We call life at the intersection DiscipleLife – as Christians seek to be faithful in their witness and work at the crossroads.  This mission needs our support.
_____________________
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Each time you place $100 in the offering plate, many good and important things begin to happen.  $90 is used by the congregation itself to provide for its work and carry out its local mission.  The congregation truly is in the crucial frontlines position, and so 90% of your offering is used right there to do the work God has called the congregation to do.  

Congregations are urged to give at least $10 of your offering (10% - a tithe) and pool it with tithes of other congregations (we call this “Mission Support”) so that ministry can also take place on a larger scale.  The $10 is divided between $4.70 for our national and global work and $5.30 for our regional work – our shared ministry or “DiscipleLife Strategy”.
How your offering is put to work:  
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· Mission Outreach (10% of the $5.30) supports new ministries starts, Hispanic ministry, ministry in Sierra Leone, communications and the work of the Mission Council.  In addition, the ELCA provides us with one and a half staff positions.

· Leadership Formation (3% of the $5.30) is direct support for Campus Ministry, Seminarians, Candidacy, Youth Ministry and the Parish Lay Ministry Academy.  In addition, most of our Continuing Education events and academies are self-sustaining.  
· Care of Congregations (24% of $5.30) provides resources, support in Call Process, mission-vision opportunities, crisis care and much of the ministry of the bishop.
· Care of Leaders (24% of $5.30) provides events, information streams, crisis care, leadership consultation, and much again of the ministry of the bishop.
· Office Staff (20% of $5.30) is for administrative staff (recently reduced to 2 persons).

· Administration (19% of $5.30) is for operating costs – rent, supplies and technology.
Thank you for your tithes and offerings!  You make it possible for us to pursue our mission.  Offerings expose our hearts, showing us and others what we truly care about and are committed to – like our dedication to this DiscipleLife, our love for our Lord and our commitment to the care of the children, the needy, the forsaken and the lost.
_________________
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