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We give thanks for the way the Holy Spirit has filled the Hispanic/Latino ministries in the NT-NL Mission Area with blessings.  Their growth and vitality are an inspiration.
Highlights of the past year
· Six graduated from the Spanish-speaking portion of the Parish Lay Ministry Academy in January.
· One recently ordained – Pastor David Rosales – and one soon to be ordained – Jesus Escamilla.  Both attended the Theological Education for Emerging Ministries program (TEEM).

· Several Hispanic pastors participated in the ELCA’s Latino Mission Developers Training.  

· Santa Maria, Irving, completed construction of its new sanctuary (2601 S. MacArthur Blvd.).

· San Gabriel, Alvarado, built its first facility and is being supported generously by congregations of the Greater Fort Worth Conference.

· Emanuel, Dallas, called a new pastor – Pastor Julio Cruz.

· A Latino Lutheran Women’s Bible study group meets monthly, rotating among the Hispanic congregations.
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Members of our Hispanic congregations have been involved in a Spanish discipleship and stewardship workshop, the Youth Disciple Project event (24 youth), Latino evangelism training (4 youth) to prepare for an October Youth event at Briarwood, two couple’s retreats, two evangelism workshops, a children’s retreat (79 children), a youth retreat (38 youth), a Latino Church Council retreat (40 participants), and participated in the Synodical Women’s Organization event (10 women).
Pray for the work of our Hispanic ministries, learn from them, encourage and support them.  
_________________
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