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THE MISSION INVESTMENT FUND
Fueling the Growth of the Church
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.



The Mission Investment Fund is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Through MIF, congregations, their members and ELCA-related ministries may purchase a variety of investments that offer adjustable- or fixed-rate terms and earn interest at competitive rates.  MIF uses these investments to make low-interest loans to established ELCA congregations, new-start congregations and ELCA-related ministries.  Loans by the Mission Investment Fund fuel growth for our church.  Established congregations use MIF loans to renovate, expand or relocate.  New-start congregations rely on MIF loans to buy land and construct their first church buildings.  ELCA-related ministries use MIF loans for a variety of capital projects. 
Strength and Stability
The Mission Investment Fund is financially strong and stable, with a record of steady, controlled growth.  With total assets of $641 million and net assets of $172 million at the end of 2010, MIF maintained a capital ratio of 26.8 percent—a ratio significantly greater than the capital required by regulators and the level maintained by most financial institutions.  At the end of 2010, investments by congregations, their members, and ELCA-related ministries totaled $465 million, and loans for capital projects to more than 760 ELCA ministries totaled $456.9 million.  In its nearly 100-year history, the Mission Investment Fund and its predecessors have always returned full principal and interest to investors.

Work with the Mission Investment Fund

The MIF provides the expertise for working with congregations, ministries and members to promote investments and secure loans.  Regional Managers present the features and benefits of MIF’s portfolio of investments and loans to ELCA congregations, ministries and members.  Church Building Consultants provide a wide range of advice for new-start congregations ready to build their first church—from selecting a building site to formulating preliminary plans to hiring an architect for the finished work.  Church Building Consultants also consult with existing congregations and ministries considering renovations or expansions.
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MIF helps grow our church
We can see MIF at work here in the NT-NL.  Investments: 239 individuals and 66 congregations and ministries are invested in MIF, including the synod itself, for total of $7,555,437 (as of Feb. 28, 2011).  Loans for ministries: Eighteen congregations and ministries are supported by $9,611,720 in Mission Investment Fund loans.
For more information contact the Rev. Carol Spencer, Regional Manager; 817-927-3239 or carol.spencer@elca.org
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