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THE 2011 MISSION ASSEMBLY
Serving DiscipleLife: Faith in Action
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The Mission Assembly was a swirl of music, languages, conversation and technology as the Voting Members considered, approved and celebrated a renewed vision for the mission and ministry of the NT-NL.  Tweets, videos, Facebook messages, and electronic voting devices were evidence that we are in a new day.  The assembly witnessed how the church’s message of hope and grace can be proclaimed in new ways, in new places, with new energy for a new creation.
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Living the Opportunity: Serving DiscipleLife
Faith in Action: Voting Members and visitors left their mark on Hurst as they spread out over the city Saturday afternoon to work in homeless shelters and food banks, as they took their Bible studies to coffee shops and bookstores, as they wrote letters of encouragement to the unemployed and distressed, and as they supported the blood drive.  The church is called to make a public witness – in word and deed – to the hope and love that is a mark of its faith and calling.  Thus the assembly did not only claim “serving” as its theme word, but made serving its public proclamation. 
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Embracing the Challenge: DiscipleLife Alive!
Faith in Action: “this is our moment” … “Jesus is on the move” … “run the race” … people, pictures and printed items, one after another, lifted up the hope and vision that the Spirit has stirred up within the NT-NL in the initiative we call DiscipleLife Alive!  The assembly not only adopted a resolution of support for the DLA!, it dedicated the $12,500 in assembly offerings to the initiative … and Voting Members pledged an additional $47,440.  This added to the gifts and pledges already received brings the grand total to date to $730,126.  The vision of DLA! is that the NT-NL will cultivate leadership, teach skills, and grow ministry to meet the challenges of the new century through the DiscipleLife Center for Ministry at Briarwood … and assist the church in Sierra Leone to do the same.
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Being the Church: Easter Worship
Where does the strength come from to embrace the opportunities and answer the challenges that surround the people and congregations of the NT-NL?  In Easter.  The assembly gathered around Word and Sacrament daily, having invited three area congregations to repeat their Easter morning worship at the assembly.  The whole assembly looked to the cross and the empty tomb to remember their hope, their calling and their race of faith.  
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