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PAGE ONE
TOGETHER IN MISSION
Sowing and Growing Disciples of Jesus – Anew
There’s an old way of talking – about flow charts, ordered processes, benevolence or church membership – that served the church well in its time, but which now seems to weigh it down with plodding procedures and cumbersome requirements.  There’s a newer way of talking – about mission, discipleship, flexibility and partnership – that encourages the church to be nimble, responsive, prayerful and engaged in a world that is marked by insecurity, greed, hyped activity, technology and social media.  The NT-NL is clearly on the leading edge of this new thinking, moving boldly forward with promising ideas and a missional heart.
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The Northern Texas–Northern Louisiana Mission Area is a vibrant community of people called, formed and gifted by God to be a Gospel witness in our territory.  We are creative, energetic and skilled people who only need tools, encouragement and discernment to help us do what we are eager to do.  We do not desire to be a multi-layered, lifeless institution but a multi-talented organism, breathing life and hope into our world.  Like our ancestors, we want to run the race that is set before us in our time with perseverance and faithfulness.  We know that if we stand together in mission – rather than working separately or in isolation – we can do many things.  We can impact our communities, help each other by sharing ideas and resources, cooperate in training and formation of lay and rostered leaders for the 21st century, and help every baptized person affirm and live out the Great Commission in daily life.
DiscipleLife Alive! is the next step in the transformative process that NT-NL leaders and congregations have been engaged in over the last several years.  It calls for a bold three-part initiative to enliven our DiscipleLife:  (1) To establish a DiscipleLife Center for Mission at Briarwood as a place of leadership formation, using the best training and technology to equip us as servants and witnesses.  (2) To establish the Leadership Formation Fund as an endowment within the Mission Endowment Fund so we can launch missions, sustain existing missions, offer high quality training events and provide scholarships so that every NT-NL congregation will have access to leadership development opportunities.  (3) To complete the Jubilee Center in Freetown, Sierra Leone, as a place of worship, service and leadership formation so they can do the same.

This is not a time to sit on the sidelines, watching to see how DiscipleLife Alive! takes shape.  Many, many have already concluded that this is that once-in-a-lifetime moment to link arms with sisters and brothers in faith to move the church forward.  It will require work, prayer, contributions and energy.  This is our time.  Learn more at NTNL.org.
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At the 2011 Mission Assembly people from all over the hall brought single flowers forward to fill a vase – symbolic of the way something elegant, fragrant and magnificent can be created out of the smaller offerings of many who are ready to work together.








