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PARISH LAY MISSION ACADEMY
Expanding Leadership and Understanding
The Parish Lay Mission Academy is a program of the Northern Texas - Northern Louisiana Mission Area of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for the purpose of providing trained lay leadership for the student’s home congregation or other ministries of this mission area.
	
	

	FACULTY OF THE

PARISH LAY MISSION ACADEMY
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	Pastor Russell Vardell

Dean & Instructor

	Pastor Kurt Friederich

Registrar & Instructor
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	Pastor Phil Heinze

Chef & Instructor

	Pastor Norma Cooper

Instructor

	[image: image5.jpg]R




	[image: image6.jpg]




	Pastor Julio Cruz-Natal

Spanish Language Instructor

	Irma Bañales

Spanish Language 

Instructor


____________
Over one-hundred PLMA graduates are to be found in congregations all over the NT-NL mission area assisting in important ministries of their congregations.  They are fulfilling ministries of teaching and administration, pastoral care and evangelism, worship leadership and stewardship.  Pastors have learned to rely on them to help meet the growing needs in the congregation.  Our PLMs are valued members of the congregational leadership team.  

How did they get there?  By study, prayer and classroom conversation.  They wear the PLMA collar with distinction, having completed a two-year course of study and special action-reflection projects.  Their studies include twelve courses in topics like the Old and New Testament, church history, pastoral care, prayer, preaching, worship leadership and Lutheran identity. They work with their home pastor in a mentoring relationship.  They pursue special projects and an internship experience.
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This fall the PLM Academy meets on September 17, October 22, and November 19.  The three courses being offered are “Prophets & Priests”, “Prayer & Spirituality”, and “Leadership”.  The spring semester meets March 17, April 21 and May 19 and offers courses on “The Four Gospels”, “Lutheran Identity”, and “Nurturing Faith Community”.  All courses are taught at Calvary Lutheran Church in Richland Hills in both English and Spanish.  The cost per semester is $195.  
You are encouraged to apply for the coming semester and get started on your two-year curriculum.  You will find it personally enriching and a blessing to others within your congregation.  Talk with your pastor and with PLMA graduates.  Review the information provided at www.plmacademy.org.  Grow yourself in new ways.
_________________
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