BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNDOING RACISM TRAINING EVENT
The two and one-half day “Undoing Racism” workshop presented by the Peoples’ Institute for
Survival and Beyond will be offered Tuesday, August 28 thru Thursday, August 30 at Shepherd
of Life Lutheran Church, 715 E. Lamar, Arlington. Sessions for the first two days begin at 9:00
a.m. and end late afternoon. The Wednesday session begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at noon.
The workshop is worth approximately 16 hours of continuing education units.
The Public Witness team is making this opportunity available free of charge to those in our
churches who would like to attend but find the $350.00 tuition prohibitive. The team asks
those who have adequate resources to make a contribution with the possibility of not only
paying for oneself but also helping to defray the costs for someone else.
STRUCTURE AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE UNDOING RACISM WORKSHOP:
Undoing Racism® is the signature workshop of the Peoples’ Institute for Survival and
Beyond. Through dialogue, reflection, role-playing, strategic planning and presentations,
this intensive process challenges participants to analyze the structures of power and
privilege that hinder social equity and prepares them to be effective organizers for justice.
The multiracial team of organizers/trainers includes more than 100 men and women whose
anti-racist organizing expertise includes years with civil, labor and welfare rights struggles,
educational, foster care, social service and health reform movements, as well as youth and
grassroots community organizing. An average of 30 groups per month participate in The
People’s Institute Undoing Racism®/Community Organizing process.
Workshop participants will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop a common definition of racism and an understanding of its different forms:
individual, institutional, linguistic, and cultural;
Develop a common language and analysis for examining racism in the United States;
Understand one’s own connection to institutional racism and its impact on his/her work;
Understand why people are poor and the role of institutions in exacerbating institutional
racism, particularly for people and communities of color;
Understand the historical context for how racial classifications in the United States came
to be and how and why they are maintained;
Understand the historical context for how U.S. institutions came to be and who they have
been designed to serve;
Understand how all of us, including white people, are adversely impacted by racism
every day, everywhere;
Address surface assumptions about how your work is (or is not) affected by racism;
Develop awareness and understanding about ways to begin Undoing Racism®
Gain knowledge about how to be more effective in the work you do with your
constituencies, your organizations, your communities, your families;
Understand the role of community organizing and building effective multiracial coalitions
as a means for Undoing Racism®.

