
 Live Oak
2018 Annual Report

Dear Friends of Briarwood
By The Rev. Robert Smith, PhD,  Director of Briarwood Leadership Center

The
It is a pleasure to open this Live Oak annual report with the good news that 
Briarwood is a thriving and vibrant ministry built on a strong foundation 
and reaching toward new possibilities. In partnership with the Northern 
Texas–Northern Louisiana Synod of the ELCA, Briarwood is realizing new 
potential, even as it tends to the camping and retreat ministries that have 
sustained it throughout the years. 

I began working as Director of Briarwood Leadership Center in December 
2018. As Bishop Erik Gronberg details on page 3 of The Live Oak, the 
‘Leadership Center’ concept, while new, has been in the works for quite some 
time. Through the Leadership Center, Briarwood is seeking to expand its 
spheres of activity while strengthening our synod’s commitment to youth, 
young adult, and lay ministry through camping and retreat activities. The 
Leadership Center includes those established ministries while adding new 
activities serving synodical and community priorities. 

Passion for Leadership Development
Although I am new to Briarwood, I am not new to NT-NL or this part of the 
United States. I was ordained at St. John Lutheran in Coryell City, while I 
was completing doctoral coursework in Religion, Politics & Society at Baylor 
University. I’m originally from Oklahoma City; while I won’t claim that 
northern Texas is exactly the same as Oklahoma, it’s not too far off! 

For the past decade, my ministry has focused on the Middle East. For the 
four years before I started at Briarwood, I was living in Jerusalem, where 
I directed an undergraduate study abroad program and taught theology 
courses for the University of Notre Dame. Part of what enjoyed most about 
that work was reconnecting with young adults—a focus of my early years in 
campus ministry. 

Throughout my ministry, I have followed a passion for working with 
individuals and communities seeking to find their unique voice and applying 
their gifts for the good of the world. I am glad to have found that same 
passion at Briarwood.

Strong Financial Position 
Briarwood’s ongoing work is sustained not only by the revenue it generates 
through various ministries, but through generous financial support from 
congregational partners and individual donors. This ministry is shared by all 
ELCA Lutherans in northern Texas and Louisiana. We value your support; 
most importantly, we value your partnership and ongoing relationship with 
Briarwood.

I am heartened by the strong financial position Briarwood currently enjoys. 
This good financial reality is due to courageous decisions made by the 
Briarwood Board and the leadership of the NT-NL Synod, led by Bishop 
Erik Gronberg. Selling a small portion of our land has allowed us to resolve 
all remaining external debt. Along with profits retained from the land sale, 
the synod’s direct investment in my position (as further detailed in Bishop 
Gronberg’s FAQs concerning Briarwood) has addressed cash-flow issues that 
have plagued Briarwood for too long.

The net result of these decisions is that Briarwood is in the best position it 
has ever enjoyed throughout its history as a Lutheran-owned property. This 
gives us tremendous freedom to explore possibilities as we are freed to look 
toward the future. 

Listening and Acting
In the months I have been directing Briarwood, I have engaged in several 
conversations throughout the NT-NL Synod, listening more than I have 
been speaking. In those conversations, I have sought to assure people that 
camping ministry will remain at the center of what Briarwood will do. It 
just makes sense: leadership development starts with instilling Gospel-
centered values in our children, youth, and young adults. There are few 
better places for that than camp! 

Beyond curiosity about the overall vision and direction or Briarwood, I 
have solicited ideas for what the Leadership Center can provide. What needs 
might the Leadership Center meet for congregations and others? What I 
have heard is that needs range from practical congregational management 
(accounting software refreshers, council member trainings, stewardship 
concepts, etc.) to broader questions of theological and societal analysis. 
To the latter point, pastors have repeatedly 
expressed a desire for conversations about 
interpreting political and societal dynamics.

I have consistently heard a desire for Briarwood 
to host conversations that would be both live-
streamed and video archived. In order to meet 
that request, the Briarwood Board has already 
approved a planning process for upgrading 
our live-streaming and video archiving 
infrastructure. Our synod territory is broad, 
so it isn’t convenient for everybody to get to 
Briarwood. Our job is to bring Briarwood to 
you!

Briarwood’s closer relationship with NT-NL opens up additional 
possibilities for engagement. Through NT-NL efforts, Briarwood is now 
partnered with the Secondary School of Latinx Theology (SSLT). This 
initiative of NT-NL’s Latino Conference, partnered with other synods and 
two ELCA seminaries to provide a specific level of academic theological 
education for Spanish-speaking lay leaders, has recently received a major 
grant from the ELCA. A majority of those funds will come to Briarwood 
as we provide space and infrastructure for the initiative. Our increased 
engagement with the SSLT and the Latino Conference will increase 
Briarwood’s engagement with various parts of our Synod.

Into the New Day
It is a new day for Briarwood. Our long-standing commitment to camping 
and retreat ministry, along with our newly-realized financial health have 
positioned us for great success as we move forward. Briarwood’s sphere of 
activity will continue to grow. Our calling to promote the flourishing of all 
human communities in the northern regions of Texas and Louisiana will 
generate new forms of engagement and service, providing ever-greater 
opportunity for developing young adult and life-long leaders for the sake of 
the Gospel. 

I deeply value your commitment to Briarwood and look forward to further 
developing our relationship with you. Thank you for your ongoing financial 
support and your participation in God’s mission of inclusive reconciliation 
we seek to promote. 



While our themes this summer are the same as last summer, aside from 
our summer camp theme the first week, we have all new activities and bible 
studies for each week!

Week One: ‘Transformed Community’- In theme with our summer, we will 
be teaching our campers the impact their faith in God can have on their 
community through games, crafts, and Bible Study!

Week Two: Nature Camp-God created us and everything around us for a 
purpose, and we are called to learn about and take care of this creation!

Week Three: Christmas in July-The gift of Jesus is meant to be celebrated
all year round, so come celebrate a wintery season in the fun atmosphere of 
summer camp!

Week Four: Space Camp-God created a WHOLE universe that works 
together to glorify Him; in the same way, we are meant to live OUR lives in a 
way that glorifies God!

Week Five: Cooking Camp-Come cook some snacks with us as we explore 
how we are nourished physically and spiritually through our faith!

Week Six: Fairy Tale Camp-God calls us to love people, show compassion, 
and live in relationships with others, much like some of our favorite 
characters in timeless stories do!

Week Seven: Science Camp-God created so many cool things, and he calls 
us to explore his whole creation through some fun science experiments of 
course!

Briarwoodretreat.org

B.A.S.E. Camp

Program team 

We are pumped for this upcoming summer! Briarwood has grown so much in the past year, and we’ve been growing alongside it as the brand new Program 
Team. We have worked together the past few summers as counselors and on leadership staff, and now we have combined our efforts and experience to create 
an awesome summer program for campers and counselors! 

Our new theme for the summer is ‘Transformed Community - God’s Agent of C.H.A.N.G.E.’. Here is a sneak peek of what the summer is all about: ‘”Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” -Romans 12:2

Transformed Community: God’s Agent of C.H.A.N.G.E. brings to mind images of a mighty band of superheroes or of special agents with secret missions. 
Jesus is often considered to be something of a superhero by some Christians, and the Christian church has long understood itself to be, since its beginnings, 
God’s agent on not-so-secret missions in the world. But to imagine Jesus and the people of Christian communities as heroes with superpowers is actually to 
lose sight of the very thing that was most transformative about both Jesus and his first follower: what exactly it was that made them God’s agents of change. 
And it can cause us to lose sight of exactly what it is that makes us God’s change agents, too.
 
When we take on the mission of being God’s agent of change in the world, we must be ready to be transformed – individually and together – and to discover 
that our not-so-secret identities will probably not conform to the world’s expectations. This is not always an easy thing to say yes to, but when the mission is 
attempted together in community, we discover that we are aligned with God’s will, powered by God’s spirit, and that there is purpose and joy in being Christ’s 
life-giving and love-giving presence in the world.
 

Summer Camp - Tranformed Community

Mission DFW
This year’s theme lines up perfectly with our Mission DFW program and we 
couldn’t be more excited! Mission DFW encourages participants to learn 
from Christ’s example and take the form of servants for the Lord. Mission 
DFW allows us to go out into the Dallas/ Fort Worth area and share God’s 
love. Campers get the experience of Briarwood and the vast opportunities of 
service that DFW has to offer. This is the experience of a lifetime and a great 
way to spend the summer! The Mission DFW program is available to Middle 
School grades Campers learn what it means to be an agent of change in their 
communities while putting those ideals into action through mission work in 
the DFW area.

The theme for this summer is the epitome of what Briarwood is all about - 
to experience God’s love and share it with others. Registration for campers 
is open, and we are accepting applications for an awesome summer staff of 
counselors! We want this summer to be transformative for all who experience 
camp at Briarwood, so join us in making that happen! 

Sarah has been a camper at Briarwood since she was in 3rd grade, the 
minute she was old enough to come to camp! She worked as a counselor for 
two summers, and program intern for one summer. She started working part 
time as a program coordinator in September while she finished up school, 
then came on full time after she graduated from Baylor in December. After 
the summer camp program, Sarah hopes to volunteer through the ELCA’s 
Young Adults in Global Mission program for a year, then pursue a career in 
outdoor ministry or teaching music. In her free time, Sarah enjoys spending 
time with her dog, singing in the band at Faith Lutheran Church, singing in 
a professional choir, and hanging out with her co-workers Madi and Kyle. 

Madi is a previous camper and current Program Coordinator at Briarwood. 
She worked as a counselor for two summers, joined the leadership staff for 
one, and has been a part of the Program Team since September. She wishes 
to pursue a career in outdoor ministry and hopes to take an internship after 
the summer program is over. She loves to sculpt, watch movies, as well as 
hang out with her co-workers Sarah and Kyle.

 Introducing Program Staff
Sarah Weaver & Madi Williams 
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Retreat-Activity ministry 
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Dear Partners in Mission,

In February, our synod council, as well as the boards of the Mission 
Endowment Fund and Briarwood, held their regular meetings. At these 
meetings, we discussed many things, including the new vision and direction 
for Briarwood and the hiring of the director for the Briarwood Leadership 
Center.
From these conversations, I took away a great sense of hope in the 
commitment to Briarwood being shown by NT-NL in this new partnership. 
There was affirmation of the hard decisions made over the last year by 
key leaders at Briarwood and NT-NL. Additionally, there was still some 
confusion about the leadership model for Briarwood and how it was to be 
executed.
As a result, I felt it wise to communicate with you directly in the form of a 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) that came out of these conversations 
with elected leadership.

1) Is the Director of the Briarwood Leadership Center (the “director”) 
replacing the program director or the executive director?

Answer: Neither. The executive director position was removed from the 
budget in 2019 in an attempt to get Briarwood to financial sustainability. 
The Leadership Center director position is a new position being funded in 
part by the allocation in the Briarwood budget for the program director and 
the remainder by an investment from NT-NL which will be noted in the 
2019/2020 NT-NL budgets but will largely be covered by special gifts.

2) Then who is coordinating programs for youth and young adults?

Answer: The director oversees the operations of the entire ministry, 
including the operations director and program coordinators delegating 
daily supervision as appropriate.The program director’s responsibilities 
are now being handled by our two program coordinators (previously 
existing positions) Ms. Madi Williams and Ms. Sarah Weaver, who have 
been developed as leaders by our ministries at Briarwood. They will also be 
assisted by Mrs. Cathie Irons (Briarwood Board) and the Rev. Kris Totzke 
(NT-NL Bishop’s Associate), both of whom have experience and expertise in 
camping ministry.
Visit www.briarwoodretreat.org/camp-counselors to apply to be summer staff 
at Briarwood.

3) What then does the director of the Briarwood Leadership Center do?

Answer: The director is responsible for the entire supervision of the ministry 
at Briarwood, including staff, program, and operations. This role was created 
from the visioning work of the Leadership Development task force that 
met from 2014-2018. This team cast a vision for a position dedicated to 
developing Briarwood further as a leadership development center for all ages, 
connected to ecclesial, educational, and secular leadership development in 
our communities. The director is responsible for this and for all the functions 
of Briarwood as a retreat center and camp. Additionally, the director will 
relate to particular NT-NL teams related to leadership development. 

4) Is Briarwood financially sustainable?

Answer: Thanks to the land sale, continued operations through this 
transition time, the investment from the NT-NL budget, and continued 
support from NT-NL congregations and individuals, Briarwood is in its best 
financial position in history. It has no outside creditors, holds cash on hand 
for operations and investment, and a reduced budget that more realistically 
reflects historical income and expenses. While the board does project 
expenses to exceed income in 2019, the amount of this loss is less than a 
third of prior year deficits. Additionally, a reality-based business plan is being 
developed for hosted ministry and other revenue generating activities to 
become sustainable within 3 years.

The creation of the new Director of Briarwood Leadership Center position 
is an adaptive step in moving us forward towards this vision of a leadership 
center. A center that is unique in touching lives through camping, retreats, 
leadership development, and community engagement. To achieve this 
vision has required making difficult decisions and changing models of 
accountability and process. As we continue to move forward, I invite 
your constructive thoughts and most of all your commitment, including 
participation in events and financial support, for our work together. To build 
a ministry requires sacrifice and a willingness to change. I am grateful for the 
support of your elected council members and the boards of our synod. Thank 
you for your
support, and most of all, for your prayers.

In Christ, 
Bishop Erik K.J. Gronberg

Briarwood new vision FAQs 

I have been working at Briarwood for almost 3 years now, plus 2 summers.  In that time my position has changed several times in accordance to what 
Briarwood needed.  I have gone from being a Camp Counselor in the summer to being the Activities and Retreat Coordinator year round.  With my new 
position I have a big role in working with different retreats throughout the year and overseeing the majority of activities during the summer. In that time 
my responsibilities have grown with each position, making it more and more cloudy on why we do what we do.  The idea was reinforced to me this past 
summer; Why is outdoor ministries so important to not only youth but for adults too?

During the summer I oversee and run high ropes, archery, and lifeguarding.  Towards the end of one of the weeks I was 
working on top of the tower with a middle school group.  The last kid to climb was on top of the tower faster than anyone 
before him.  His grandfather came up next and we sat up there together for a few minutes conversing.  It quickly became 
apparent that the kid was afraid despite his swiftness in climbing the tower.  After a few minutes of talking to him he was 
ready to ride the zipline down, and he did it with a smile on his face.  His grandfather then explained to me that last year it 
was a difficult process getting him to go down the zipline, and that by me talking with his grandson he was able to face his 
fears instead of giving up.  He then thanked me and went down the zipline himself.  

With them being the last to go down the zipline I had time to remind myself the answer to “Why? Why do we do what 
we do?  Why is outdoor ministries so important?  We do what we do to help.  To help people who are having a tough time 
or persecution (Matthew 25: 40).  To help remind people that the God we believe in is a loving God (John 13: 34-35).  To 
help people conquer their fears and to let them know that we will be there to help when their fears or challenges in life are 
unbearable (Psalm 46: 1-3).  It is important now more than ever to make sure that we as a community express God’s love and 
support to anyone willing to accept it.   Whether it is summer camp, hosted retreats, or even the adult retreats throughout 
the year love and support is what they get here at Briarwood Retreat Center.

Kyle Rydell, Activity-Retreat Coordinator



Amazon Smile 
Amazon Gives Back to Briarwood

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.
com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Briarwood every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at www.smile.amazon.
com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. We received $71.10 in 2018. Set Briarwood up as your non-profit of choice 
next time you shop on Amazon!

In-Kind supporters 
Ideas for supporting Briarwood are not limited to cash donations.  Gifts-
in-kind also provide tremendous support. The following gifts were made 
to Briarwood in 2018 and Briarwood extends a word of support to these 
generous donors!

Sam and Mike Shaw: Piano, sofa, love seat, and assorted living room tables
Matt and Lora Baumhardt: Refrigerated Salad Bar and many other items
Evan Moilan: Fund Raising consultation from GSB
Phil and Anna Geleske: Lawn Mower
James Ahrenholz: Wet/Dry Shop Vac

Briarwood has created a wish list of items that will provide 
important support for ministry
• Hand Tools
• Extension cords
• Shovels, Rakes, etc.
• Sporting Equipment
• Folding Tables Plastic 6’ or 8’ rectangular
• Folding Tables 5’ diameter rounds
• Chain Saws
• Washing Machines or gas dryers
• Generator
• Upright Freezers
• Log Splitter
• Gravel for Road Maintenance
• Seven (7) Passenger Van
• Tractor with Front End Loader-$20,000
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Thrivent Choice 
A Gift for Briarwood from Thrivent Financial

Thrivent Financial is a financial services organization that helps Christians be wise with money and live generously.  
For more than a century, it has helped its member-owners make wise money choices that reflect their values.  Thrivent 
Choice is a charitable grant program that allows members to help choose where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion 
of its charitable funds each year.

One of the benefits of membership of Thrivent is directing Thrivent Choice Dollars to ministries you support and Briarwood is a ministry eligible to receive 
Thrivent Choice Dollars. In 2018 Briarwood received $3,104 from Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent Choice Dollars are extremely helpful as we work to 
make camp available and affordable for all people and for everyone who directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Briarwood we say thank you!  Thrivent 
Financial is making a positive difference in Briarwood’s ministry through you and your choice is deeply appreciated.  Please know if you want that support to 
continue you must select Briarwood again as selections must be made on an on-going basis (Quarterly).

If you are a member of Thrivent that has not directed your Thrivent Choice Dollars and would like to choose Briarwood to receive your Thrivent Choice 
Dollars then go to our website www.briarwoodretreat.org/thrivent-choice for directions on how to do this.

Endowments & Bequests
By thinking of Briarwood Lutheran Ministries in their estate planning these 
donors ensure that the ministry of Christ will continue for years to come.  

Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest

Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Mission Area Managed Asset
Leif Johnson Common Fund
Cleopatra Woods Endowment
Lloyd Roland Loven and Susie Louise Loven Endowment Fund
Alfred L and Elizabeth R. Pfenning Endowment
John and Norma Barr Endowment
Ellis L. And Elsa B. Garlin Endowment
Clarence and Judy Albers Endowment
Dora B Klaus Endowment
Anne Dolores Johnson Endowment
Pietsch Endowment
Oak Cliff Lutheran Church of Dallas Endowment
Kevin S. and Billye Jean Kanouse Endowment Fund

The Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest enables planned giving to 
ministries such as Briarwood Lutheran Ministries.  LFSW provides one-
on-one personalized served to people who in all circumstances who want 
to support Lutheran ministries in perpetuity.  Through the endowment 
managed by LFSW Briarwood received $31,678.47. We are thankful for the 
work of our partners at LFSW!

More information about the Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest is 
available at www.lsfw.org  or by contacting Daniel Cazac at (254) 498-5873



Donations to Briarwood from individuals, congregations and organizations help make summer camp and retreats affordable for all people and 
help make certain that no child is ever turned away from camp because of financial limitations.  Financial gifts from around the synod have 
never been more important nor more appreciated and we thank everyone for their continued support!

Our next big fund raising event is our annual Gala this year ”A Night Under the Stars”  on Saturday, May 4 at the Texas Star Conference Centre, 
1400 Texas Star Parkway, Euless. Previous Galas have been extremely successful, providing 
tremendous support – last year over $60,000 was raised!  

This year’s Gala promises to be even more successful as we honor:  Briarwood Advocate: 
Tyna Oslie, Shepherd of Life, Arlington, Congregation Support: St Matthew’s, Fort Worth, 
and Volunteer of the Year: Holly Trester.  You are all invited to an evening of fun that truly 
supports ministry at Briarwood. Tickets for the event may be purchased at 
www.bidpal.net/briarwoodgala or by calling 940-241-2099.

The second major fund raising event is the Briarwood Retreat Center Golf Tournament.  
This year’s tournament will be held on Friday, September 13. As in the past we will play 
a 4 person scramble format with a shotgun start and lunch will follow the event.  We will 
continue with a friendly competition between congregations as teams vie for the coveted 

“Bishop’s Challenge” plaque. Please join us for a fun event that raises money for our ministry at Briarwood.

The Fall Festival will be held with the Thrivent Financial Barbeque, “Cooking for Christ” Cook-off.  Cooking begins Friday night, November 1 
and continues through the festivities and judging which takes place on Saturday, November 2.  Last year everyone enjoyed a day of smoked treats 
and activities and this is an event with all kinds of games and family activities that you will not want to miss!
 
The latest information about all 2019 events is available at www.briarwoodretreat.org. 

Fundraising events 

Steve & Janis Allshouse 
Roger Anders 
Bill & Lauren Anderson 
Beth Arnold 
Andrew & Katie Beckman 
Pastor Nick Billardello 
Mary Blaha 
Sharon Bosse 
Shelly Brennan 
Becky Clark 
Bill Clingenpeel 
Katrina Colwick 
Hannah Cook 
Bryan Cook
Logan Cook

Nicki Cooley 
Gene & Janet Davenport 
Peggy Domina 
Tim Draney 
Pastor Diane Eggemeyer 
Wally Diehl 
Bill Doege 
Mary Elgin 
Mark Etheridge 
Doris Forte 
Noreen Foster 
Greg & Becky Getting 
Jerry & Kathleen Bower Gray 
Bishop Erik Gronberg & 
Pastor Kendra Mohn 

Pastor Mel & Hattie Hammer 
Russell Handley 
Bruce & Myra Haugene 
Jeanne Heggen 
Steven & Pastor Kathi Johnson 
Pastor Yvonne Kiebler 
Pastor Olin & Carolyn Knudsen 
Pastor Mike & Chris Masterson 
Michael Newbrough 
Bruce & Tyna Oslie 
Bob & Mickey Pangrac 
John Parsons 
Caryn Patterson 
Jan Pope

Chip Sakakeeny 
Tom Schultz 
Samantha (Sam) Shaw 
Julie Sullivan 
Jay Walls 
Christina Trester 
Holly Trester 
Stephanie Varnum 
Sheriann Van Zandt
Brian Weaver
Ellen Weaver
Elizabeth Ledford and Messiah Youth
Lamb of God Youth 

The ministry of Briarwood is deeply appreciative of our Angels who volunteer their time in support of our ministry.  We have volunteers providing 
immeasurable support for our ministry by helping with office tasks, fund raising, camp maintenance, building projects, and as camp grandparents during 
summer camp.  Briarwood extends deep appreciation to all our Angels who faithfully serve and extends an invitation to all to participate in this ministry of 
love and service.

Briarwood angels 
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Keystone Partner - Gifts of $5,000 
and above
Phil & Anna Geleske
Jerry Gray & Kathleen Bower-Gray
Pastor Olin & Carolyn Knudsen
Suzanne Kraemer
William & Denise Lindquist
Jim & Holly Trester

Cornerstone Partner - Gifts of 
$1,000 - $4,999
Austin Adams
James Ahrenholz
Margaret Aten
Matt & Lora Baumhardt 
Bishop Erik Gronberg & 
Rev. Kendra Mohn 
Bruce & Myra Haugene
Kevin & Billye Jean Kanouse
Jerry & Parma Kersten
Richard Krull
Paul & Joann Krupicka
Jon & Stefani Lee
Kelly Lund
Dan & Jane Mar
Edward & Eugenia Miculka
Bruce & Tyna Oslie
Larry & Caryn Patterson
Maurice & Kristin Tiller

Living Stone Partner - Gifts of 
$250 - $999
Irma Banales
Brooks & Kitty Barnard
Gary & Jean Baumhardt
Maggie & Cory Baumhardt
Nicholas & Michelle Billardello
Laura Bridges
Mark Brissman
Debbie & Richard Cabello
Daniel Cazac
Michael Claussen
Bryan & Christina Cook
Brandon & Nicki Cooley
Robert & Brenda Davis

Wally Diehl
Larry & Pat Dietrich
Mary & David Dixon
William & Kim Doege
Herbert & Elizabeth Doller
Earl & Eileen Eliason
Betty Finden
Noreen Foster
Kim & Andy Franklin
M.A. & Gerda Freeman
Caleb & Alexandra Geleske
Gregory & Rebecca Getting
Melvin & Hattie Hammer
John Harris
Jeanne Heggen
David & Arla Icenhour
Steven & Katherine Johnson
Peter & Cheryl Kowalczik
Todd R. Lee
Sara Leyster
David & Lynn Littleton
Wayne & Eileen Luke
Gary Mashigian
Sarah & Scott McClenaghan
David Meade
Karen Miller
Bobby & Wendy Moats
Paul & Susan Mussachio
Henry & Peggy Ogden-Howe
Doug & Linda Perrin
Bob & Glenda Phillips
Beckie & Lewis Robinson
Wayne Rohne
Chip & Sarah Sakakeeny
Herbert F. & Jean Schaake
Tom Schultz
Curt Selman
Samantha Shaw
Erick & Molly Simien
Tony & Wendy Spalding
Rusty & Julie Sullivan
Frank & Jo Anne Swehosky
Davis Tubre
Jeffery & Kari Voight

River Stone Partner - Gifts of 
$249 and less
Margaret & Donald Acker
Jeff & Leah Adix
John & Kristen Alagood
Daniel & Linda Anderson-Little
Scott & Beth Arnold
Katherine Bandy
Susan Batdorf
Sondra Bateman
Chuck & Phyllis Beck

Hubert Bell
Wrenda Benson
Karen & Niels Bentsen
Kevin Bernauer
Beverly Blackman-Mounce
Grant & Kelli Blake
Thomas Blaney
David & Beverly Boldt
Tim Bonnett
Jean & Jon Brennan
Trent Brockington
C. & E. Brown
David Bruns
Scott Cannon
Leroy & Barbara Cassidy
Ted & Frieda Chyn
S. Martha Clark
Aaron & Katrina Colwick
Norma Cooper
Courtney Nicole Sullivan
Mike & Carol Danner
Bethany Dietrich
Peggy Domina
Timothy Draney
Corey Elam
Carl & Rita Fischer
Janet Follstaedt
Chris & Doris Forte
Brian & Debbie Ganoe
Timothy & Margarita Geleske
Morris Gold
Cheryl & Alfred Gorvie
Chris Grant
Sharon Gronberg
Douglas & Barbara Guinn
Richard Gumtau
Vicki & Howard Haddock
Lynelle & Mark Hadley
Kenneth & Barbara Hargrove
Chester Haschke
Joseph & Jacalyn Haugen
Darrol & Penny Heggen
Phillip Heinze
Donna Herbener
Michael & Sharron Holmes
Gene Honermann
James & Sandra Hulsey
Louis & Colleen Jensen
Kai Johnson
Pam Jones-Williams
Don Kammerer
David Kankel
Paul & Cecilia Keil
Molly Kirk
Jennifer L Knudsen
Jenny Knudsen
Kelly Krupicka
Daniel Ladd
Jill Larsen
Barbara Leis
Thomas Lindsey
Owen G. Lokken
Patricia & Thomas Mansfield
Paul Massachio
Kay Matous

Mark McClure
La Nelle McCown
Debra McDonald
Garner & Louise McNett
Barkley & Glenda Miller
Shelby & Valerie Miller
Mike & Betty Moran
Ray Morrell
John & Karen Morton
Aaron & Cynthia Murphy
Jason O’Neill
James Orr
Mariapia Owens
Buck & Tammy Parker
Linda Parks
Brian Parsons
Charles & Geraldine Pegg
Ursula Peters
Ronald Petersen
Mary Pressler
Elizabeth Pristash
Lawrence D Rollow
Amy Royall
Mark & Ramona Russell
Henry & Jacueline Schade
Eric & Diana Schonberg
Jo Schwartz
Ghana Segararn
Sharon & Paul Mersiovsky
Betty Jean Sheker
Reginald Sigler & Shirley Wilson
William & Kathy Sloneecker
Cynthia Sparks
Theresa St. Pierre
Vicki & Dailey Taylor
Catherine Tietjen
Kris Totzke
Christina Trester
Amanda Ulrich
Patrick & Sandra Uszler
James & Stephanie Varnum
Brian Weaver
Sarah Weaver
Daniel & Renae White
Jane Winge
Richard & Jeanne Witte
Ylva & Edward Wolfgang
Ed & Laverne Wood

2018 supporters 
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Mission Investment Fund
Network for Good
NT-NL Mission Area Evengelical Chuch
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Clifton
Our Savior’s Lutheran WELCA, Clifton, TX
Preston Meadow Lutheran Church
Rejoice Lutheran Church, Coppell
Rejoice Lutheran Church, Frisco
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Plano

Ridgemont Associates of Thrivent Finacial
Shepherd King Lutheran Church, Lubbock
Shepherd of Life Lutheran Church, Arlingt
St Andrew Lutheran Church, Hurst
St John Lutheran Church, Bartlett
St Martin Lutheran Church, Littlefield
St Matthew Lutheran Church, Waco
St Olaf Lutheran, Cranfills Gap
St. John Lutheran, Wilson

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Fort Worth
Thrivent
Tomco Retail Construction
Trinity Lutheran Church, Clovis
Trinity Lutheran Church, Fort Worth
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hamilton
Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles
Via De Cristo
Zion Lutheran Church, McGregor

March 31    Sunday Brunch
April 9-11   Young at Heart Retreat
May 4     Briarwood Night Under the Stars Gala
June 2-14    Summer Staff Training
June 16-Aug 2  Summer Camp
June 17-Aug 2  Base Camp
September 22   Sunday Brunch
September 20-22  Middle School Retreat  
September 13   Briarwood Golf Outing
November 1-2  Fall Festival & 
    Thrivent Cooking for Christ
November 12-14  Young at Heart Retreat
December 2   Angels Workday Christmas Letter
December 6-8  Upper Elementary Winter Retreat
December 8   Holiday Brunch
December 20-21  Summer Staff Reunion

2018 congregations & organization supporters
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Briarwood board members
A big thank you to our dedicated board members for your service to 
Briarwood and your promotion of Briarwood’s ministries.

John Parsons--Chair
Greg Getting - Vice Chair
Carolyn Knudsen--Secretary
Jerry Gray--Treasurer

Pastor Diane Eggemeyer, Trinity Lutheran, Miles
Russ Handley
Cathie Irons
George ‘Chip’ Sakakeeny
Pastor Edy Santos, Mision Luterana Advento, Arlington
Bishop Erik Gronberg,  Bishop of NT-NL Synod -- Ex officio
Pastor Robert Smith, Director of Briarwood Leadership Center -- Ex Officio

We express our thanks to those who transitioned off the board during the 
last year:

Ginger Eads 
Pastor Kathi Johnson, Our Reedemer, Grand Prairie
Suzanne Kraemer
Julie Sullivan

Meals Served

15,300 8,235
Overnight Guests

295
Campers used Climbing 

Wall & Zip Line

93
Retreaters used Climbing 

Wall & Zip Line

6,461
Lewisville ISD

Teachers, Parent Helpers & 
Students Learned at 

Briarwood



670 Copper Canyon Rd
Argyle, TX  76226

Office  940-241-2099   Fax  940-455-7048
bw@briarwoodretreat.org

briarwoodretreat.org
         
   The Rev. Robert Smith, PhD - 
   Director of Briarwood Leadership Center     Robert@briarwoodretreat.org
   Matt Baumhardt - Operations Director     Matt@briarwoodretreat.org
   Sarah Weaver, Madi Williams - Program Coordinators   Program@briarwoodretreat.org
   Christi Cook - Administrative Assistant/Registrar   Christi@briarwoodretreat.org
   Kyle Rydell - Activity/Retreat Coordinator    Kyle@briarwoodretreat.org
   Carlos Carrasquillo - Executive Chef
   Tito Flores - Assistant Cook 
   Jerry Gray - Bookkeeper, Volunteer     Jerry@briarwoodretreat.org
   Holly Trester - Communications & Marketing Coord, Volunteer Holly.trester@me.com

2018 Income  
 Fundraising Support                $96,119
 Donation Support    $157,603
 Choice Dollars     $3,104
 Misc Income $57,821
 Camp Store, Summer & Year-Round Program $128,921
 Lewisville ISD Outdoor Education $68,208
 Hosted Retreat Ministry  $351,186
                                                                                   _______
 Total Income     $862,961

2018 Expense  
 Payroll, Health Ins. and Payroll Taxes   $479,159
 Food, Kitchen and Housekeeping Supplies $81,806
 Phone,  Internet, Electric, and Propane  $87,168
 Facility and Grounds Maintenance  $121,494
 Postage, Office Supplies, Sales Tax, and Misc.           $38,531
 Camp Store and Program Expenses  $20,097
 Fund Raising & Annual Fund Development  $25,317
 Marketing     $17,750
 Property, Liability & Workers Comp Insurance $35,551
 Long Term Debt & Interest   $67,136
                                                                                    
 Total Expense     $974,010
                                                                                   
 2018 Total over/under   $(111,049)

2018 financials


