
Preparation: The Christmas tree is up in the sanctuary with lights on it 
(no ornaments). Ladders (short, medium, tall) are placed by the 
Christmas Tree for hanging of ornaments. Make sure that adults 
supervise children climbing the ladders. Place all ornaments on tables 
in the entryway. Invite worshippers to take 2-3 ornaments (or 
appropriate number so all ornaments are claimed) as they arrive and 
enter the sanctuary. During appropriate songs highlighting the symbol 
of the ornaments, ask worshippers to go up front and hang their 
ornaments on the tree. When worship is finished, the tree is 
decorated. What a fun way to involve everyone! 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Symbols of Christmas – Decorating the Tree 
Anywhere Lutheran Church 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Prelude 
Greeting and Church Announcements 

Snowflakes 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who does great things in      
    every generation, who lifts up the lowly, who keeps promises   
    forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us come to the river of life, confessing our sin. 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P: Righteous and merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have strayed from your ways and   
     walked our own paths.  We fall asleep to the needs around  
     us, yet our anxieties jar us awake.  We are bound up in  
     systems of unrighteousness and injustice.  Restore your  
     people, O God; renew your creation; and have mercy on  
     us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
     Amen. 
P: Listen to what God is saying, speaking peace to those who turn  
    their hearts: The night is far gone, the day is near.  All who have a  
    fearful heart, be strong, do not be afraid!  God comes in Jesus  
    Christ and forgives your sin.  May the Spirit of holiness fill you with  
    wisdom and might, that you may delight in God’s ways. 

Isaiah 1:18 
Come now, let us argue it out says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they 
shall become like wool. 
 
Placing snowflakes on the tree 
 

Have Thine Own Way 
Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way! 

Though art the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after they will, 

While I waiting yielded and still. 
 

Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way!  
Search me and try me, Master, today! 

Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 
As in thy presence humbly I bow. 

 
Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way! 

Hold o’er my being, absolute sway!   
Fill with thy Spirit, ‘til all shall see 
Christ only, always, living in me! 

 
The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
C: and also with you. 

(Please share the peace of Christ with one another) 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle 
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
C: Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would  
     blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 
P: Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
C: strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the  
     Lord. 
 
 
 
 



P: May he give water to all who thirst; for he is our light and our  
    salvation. 
C: Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 
 
The appropriate number of candles on the Advent wreath are lit. 
 
Prayer of the Day       

 
World 

 
Psalm 136:1-9 
L: Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: Give thanks to the greatest of all gods; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: Give thanks to the mightiest of all lords; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: He alone performs great miracles; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: By his wisdom he made the heavens; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: He built the earth on the deep waters; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: He made the sun and moon; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: the sun to rule over the day; 
C: his love is eternal.  
L: The moon and stars to rule over the night; 
C: his love is eternal.  
 
A few words on the reading……… 
 
Placing balls & round bulbs on the tree 
 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 
He’s got the whole world in His hands, 

He’s got the whole wide world in His hands, 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

2. He’s got the wind and the rain…. 
3. e’s got the tiny little baby…. 

 

Bells 
 

Psalm 98:4-6 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous 
song and sing praises.  Sing praise to the Lord with the lyre, with the 
lyre and the sound of melody.  With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 
 
Placing bells on the tree 
 

Jingle Bells 
 Dashing through the show, 
In a one-horse open sleigh, 

O’er the fields we go, 
Laughing all the way; 
Bells on bobtail ring, 
Making spirits bright, 

What fun it is to ride and sing 
A sleighing song tonight! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! 
Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! 
Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh! 

 

Angels 
 

Matthew 1:18-21 
This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place.  His mother Mary 
was engaged to Joseph, but before they were married, she found out 
that she was going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit.  Joseph was a 
man who always did what was right, but he did not want to disgrace 
Mary publicly; so he made plans to break the engagement privately.  
While he was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary to be your wife.  For it is by the Holy Spirit that 



she has conceived.  She will have a son, and you will name him Jesus 
– because he will save his people from their sins.”   
 
Placing of angels on the tree 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo-o-o-o-ria in excelsis Deo, 
Glo-o-o-o-ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Glo-o-o-o-ria in excelsis Deo, 
Glo-o-o-o-ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Manger 

 
Luke 2:4-7 
Joseph went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to 
him.  She was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time 
came for her to have her baby.  She gave birth to her first son, 
wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger – there was no room 
for them to stay in the inn. 
 
Placing of mangers on the tree 
 

Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
 
 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,  
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.   

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
Offering  
*Offertory        

Dove 

 

Luke 3:21-22 
After all the people had been baptized, Jesus also was baptized.  
While he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit came 
down upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my own dear Son, I am pleased with you.” 
 

Joy 
 Psalm 16:1-2, 5-11 
L: Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge; 
C: I said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; apart from you I have 
     no good thing.” 
L: Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have  
    made my lot secure. 
C: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;  
     surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
 
L: I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart  
    instructs me. 
C: I have set the Lord always before me.  Because he is at my  
     right hand, I will not be shaken. 
L: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also  
    will rest secure, 
C: because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you  
     let your Holy One see decay. 
L: You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with  
    joy in your presence, 
C: with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

 
 
 



FROG 
 

1 John 4:13-16 
We know that we live in him and he is us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love.  Whoever lives in 
love lives in God, and God in him.   
 
Placing of doves and ‘joy’ and frogs on the tree. 
 

I’ve Got the Joy 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, 

Down in my heart, down in my heart 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, 

Down in my heart to stay. 
 

And I’m so happy, so very happy,  
I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart. 

And I’m so happy, so very happy, 
I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart. 

 
I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus…. 

 
 
 
*The Prayers of the Church                                               
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Wreath 

 

Isaiah 54:10 
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my 
steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace 
shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

 

 

Cross 

 
John 19:17-18 
Jesus went out, carrying his cross, and came to “The Place of the 
Skull,” as it is called.  (In Hebrew it is called “Golgotha.”)  There they 
crucified him; and they also crucified two other men, one on each 
side, with Jesus between them.     
 
Placing of wreaths and crosses and other symbols of Jesus on the 
tree 

 
A few words on the reading 

 
Oh How He Loves You and Me 

Oh, how He loves you and me.   
Oh, how He loves you and me. 

He gave His life, what more could he give. 
Oh, how He loves you, oh, how He loves me, 

Oh, how He loves you and me. 
 

Jesus to Calvary did go. 
His love for sinner’s to show. 

What He did there brought hope from despair. 
Oh, how He loves you, oh, how He loves me, 

Oh, how He loves you and me. 
 

Star 

 
Philippians 2:14-16a 
Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may be 
innocent and pure as God’s perfect children, who live in a world of 
corrupt and sinful people.  You must shine among them like stars, 
lighting up the sky, as you offer them the message of life.   
 
Placing of stars and any other ornaments on the tree. 
 
 
 
 



*Appropriate Hymn 
*Postlude 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
*denote when to stand, if you are able 
 
Welcome to worship! On this Sunday, we hear the messages the 
symbols of Christmas bring to us.  As we do so, continue to prepare 
your heart for the coming of our Savior. 
 
Welcome to our guests today.  We are glad to have you worshipping 
with us.  Please come again! 
 
 
 
 
 


